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Foreword

The National Development Plan and Community Support Framework (NDP/CSF) 2000-2006 has
made a major contribution to our economic growth and employment levels and has significantly
enhanced Ireland’s competitiveness.  The benefits of projects and programmes in areas including
childcare, housing, rural development, training and business innovation have been experienced
nationwide and the completion of many of these programmes has both improved our social
infrastructure and encouraged regional development. 

As a result of pursuing our sustainable economic and budgetary policies, the vast majority of this
ambitious investment programme has been funded from the Exchequer with an additional €6 billion
of EU structural funds. Over €54 billion has been invested under the Plan to December 2006.

The NDP/CSF has funded major investment in public transport initiatives such as the Luas, the
Dublin Port Tunnel, the modernisation of the Iarnród Éireann rail fleet and the introduction of the
Rural Transport Initiative. Funding for roads under the Plan has seen 69 projects completed so far
totalling over 500km of new roadway including 170km of new motorway.  

The Plan has also invested heavily in industry and employment.  Major towns have been expanded by
new businesses and new residential areas and a key to this expansion has been NDP/CSF funded
infrastructure projects in the water and waste water treatment areas.  

Excellent progress continues to be made in strengthening Ireland’s position as a knowledge-driven
economy and this report elaborates on the level of investment made in innovation, research and
technological development.  Enhanced funding to business and third level institutions and investment
in new technologies such as broadband provision, have significantly improved our competitiveness
and position.

Investment under the Plan has also impacted in other ways from improving housing stock and
schools, to creating over 31,000 new childcare places. Cross border co-operation has been enhanced
and more and better facilities have been provided for tourism.  

The Government is aware that this level of investment is necessary to continue to improve the quality
of life in Ireland.  National development planning is a process and the National Development Plan
2007-2013 will continue the investment required to maintain and enhance national competitiveness
while at the same time providing a better quality of life for all our citizens.  

Brian Cowen T.D.,
Minister for Finance



The National Development Plan/Community Support
Framework (NDP/CSF) 2000-2006 set out to ensure that
Ireland remained competitive in the global international
marketplace and that the fruits of our economic success
would be shared more equally at regional level and
throughout  society.

The Plan was framed after an extensive consultation
process that included social partners and regional
interests. It reflected the broad consensus on the future
development needs of the country. The strategy was
supported by a commitment to multi-annual investment in
the key areas of infrastructural development, education
and training, the productive sector and the promotion of
social inclusion. 

The Plan signalled heretofore unparalleled investment in
the future development of the country.  It involved an
investment of over €57 billion of Public, Private and EU
funds1 over the period 2000-2006. It has involved significant
investment in infrastructure (roads, public transport and
water and waste services) and health services, social
housing, education, industry and rural development.

The Plan consists of seven Operational Programmes
(4 National, 2 Regional and 1 North/South). These
Operational Programmes are the Economic and Social
Infrastructure Operational Programme, the Productive
Sector Operational Programme, the Employment and
Human Resources Operational Programme, the Border,
Midland and Western (BMW) Regional Operational
Programme, the Southern and Eastern (S&E) Regional
Operational Programme, the PEACE II Operational
Programme and the Technical Assistance Operational
Programme.

This Progress Report covers the period January 2000 until
December 20062.  The final impact of the Plan will not be
fully clear until 2008 when all programmes are completed.
The following are some of the key features of the
investment to date under the NDP/CSF 2000-2006 which
have made a real difference to the economic welfare and
quality of life in Ireland. The NDP/CSF website (www.ndp.ie
and www.eustructuralfunds.ie) provides information on the
wide range of programmes and projects delivered under
the Plan.
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NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN /
COMMUNITY SUPPORT FRAMEWORK
(NDP/CSF) 2000-2006

1 EU Structural and Cohesion Funds have been one of the contributing factors to Ireland’s recent economic growth.
2 As reported to the NDP/CSF Monitoring Committee at it’s meeting on 12 December 2006.



Page 3NDP/CSF 2000-2006 Review

THE DUBLIN PORT TUNNEL WAS THE SINGLE LARGEST PROJECT DELIVERED UNDER
THE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2000-2006.  IT WAS ALSO THE BIGGEST EVER CIVIL
ENGINEERING PROJECT IN IRELAND.  LINKING THE COUNTRY’S MAIN PORT WITH THE
MAJOR MOTORWAY NETWORK, THE TUNNEL UNDERLINES KEY OBJECTIVES OF THE
PLAN BY SERVING BUSINESSES AND BENEFITING THE COMMUNITY.



Since 2000 Ireland has continued its strong economic
performance, achieving some of the highest growth rates
in the OECD.  The economy doubled in size in the 1990’s.
This resilience reflects a strong economic strategy,
including a business-friendly regulatory environment,
moderate tax rates and sound fiscal policy3. 

The economy has enjoyed robust growth rates in Gross
National Product4 in 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006 (see Table
1).  Growth in domestic demand is now the main economic
driver.

Despite a number of significant downside risks, the
international environment for the Irish economy is
projected to be broadly favourable over the next couple of
years, based on recent projections made by the European
Commission, the OECD and the International Monetary
Fund.  

Against this favourable international backdrop, allied with
strong momentum in domestic demand, the Irish economy
should expand at a rate of 5.3% this year, before slowing to
4.6% next year and 4.1% in 2009. While these rates of growth
are lower than in the previous decade, it is still a strong
performance by international standards. In the longer term
the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) has
forecast that the economy will grow at between 3.5% and
4.9% in the period 2005-2010 and between 3.1% and 3.3% in
the period 2010-2015. The labour market is projected to
continue to perform strongly with, on average, a projected
increase in employment of just under 2.5%; and the
unemployment rate remaining below 4.5% over the period. 

NDP/CSF
2000-2006

Review

Page 4 NDP/CSF 2000-2006 Review

Ireland’s Economic Performance

2006200520042003200220012000
% volume change
(unless otherwise stated)

GNP 9.5 3.9 2.8 5.5 3.9 5.3 5.7

GDP 9.2 5.8 6 4.3 4.3 5.5 5.4

CPI (% change) 5.6 4.9 4.6 3.5 2.2 2.5 4.0

HICP 5.2 4.0 4.7 4.0 2.3 2.2 2.7

Unemployment (%) 4.3 3.9 4.4 4.6 4.4 4.3 4.4

Employment (% change) 4.8 3.1 1.8 1.9 3.0 4.7 4.4

Employment change (‘000) 78 53 32 34 54 87 87

Table 1 - Economic Indicators 2000 - 2006

Source: 2000-2005 CSO.  2006 figures are Department of Finance estimates.

3 OECD Economic Surveys: Ireland. February 2006.
4 GNP excludes all profits of FDI businesses.
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About 90% of the €57 billion funding for the Plan is
provided from domestic sources, principally from the
Exchequer.  EU funding is contributing around €6 billion,
€3.9 billion from the Structural (€3.3b) and Cohesion
Funds (€0.6b) and €2.2 billion under the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP) Rural Development funding.

Over €54 billion is expected to have been invested
nationwide under the NDP/CSF by the end of 2006 with
further investment under the programmes until 2008.
Significant progress continues to be made in the
implementation of the NDP/CSF in the Regions.  The latest
information indicates that overall gross expenditure in the
Border, Midland and Western (BMW) Region is expected to
be €15.2 billion for the period 2000-2006 with the
Exchequer component running at €13.1 billion.  In the
Southern and Eastern (S&E) Region overall gross
expenditure is expected to be €38.9 billion, with the
Exchequer element at €33 billion.

Ireland’s allocation of Structural Funds for the current
programming period is governed by the Structural Funds
regulations and an agreement between the Government
and the European Commission known as the Community
Support Framework (CSF) for Ireland 2000-2006.  Under
EU rules spending can continue under the programmes
until 2008.

The Operational Programmes
The Operational Programmes vary in investment size.
The largest two Operational Programmes are the
Economic and Social Infrastructure Operational
Programme (ESIOP) and the Employment and Human
Resources Development Operational Programme
(EHRDOP). These two programmes combined account for
80% of the total estimated expenditure (Figure 1) to
December 2006.

Funding the National Development Plan /
Community Support Framework
2000-2006

Figure 1 - Total Estimated Expenditure
January 2000 - December 2006
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ESIOP
EHRDOP
PSOP
BMW
S&E
PEACE II & TA

ESIOP - Economic and Social Infrastructure
Operational Programme

EHRDOP - Employment and Human Resources 
Development Operational Programme

PSOP - Productive Sector Operational Programme

BMW - Border, Midland and Western Region

S&E - Southern and Eastern Region

PEACE II & TA - PEACE II and Technical Assistance



2000 4 0 0 18.2 18.2

2001 14 25.7 17.9 77.2 120.8

2002 8 0 6.2 41.7 47.9

2003 11 51 24 7 82

2004 10 17.5 42.4 16 75.9

2005 10 61 10 20 91

2006 12 completed 18 37.3 35.6 90.9
to date

Total 69 173.2 137.8 215.7 526.7

NDP/CSF
2000-2006

Review

Page 6 NDP/CSF 2000-2006 Review

Roads
In the period 2000 to December 2006 over €8 billion has been
invested in national roads, resulting in the development of
526.7 kilometres of roadway including 173.2 kilometres of
motorway, 137.8 kilometres of dual carriageway and 215.7
kilometres of single carriageway.

Sixty nine major projects have been completed including the
M1 from Dublin to Dundalk; M7 Monasterevin Bypass; M4
Kinnegad/Enfield; N11 Glen of the Downs; M50 South Eastern
Motorway and the M1/M50 Dublin Port Tunnel.

Other projects completed include the second M50 Bridge; the
M7 Kildare Bypass; N8/M8 Watergrasshill Bypass; N11
Ashford/Rathnew Bypass; the N2 Carrickmacross Bypass; the
N26 Ballina/Bohola; the N4 Sligo Inner Relief road; the N5
Strokestown/Longford; the N4 Boyle/Carrick-on-Shannon;
the N15 Ballyshannon/Bundoran and the N4 Edgeworthstown
Bypass.

In relation to national roads in the S&E Region, priority during
2000-2004 was given to addressing major bottlenecks,
particularly in Dublin. In the BMW Region priority was given to
planning and design in order to bring major projects to
construction as quickly as possible.  This has resulted in a
rapid pick-up in road building activity and record levels of
spending. €2 billion has been invested in the BMW region for
the period 2000 to 2006 in the National Roads Programme,
with €1.2 billion of this expenditure in the years 2004-2006.
The National Roads Authority has invested over €416 million
alone in 2005 on the BMW Region and €431 million in 2006.   

Over 51,000 kilometres of non-national roads have been
improved, restored or maintained by a total investment of €3.2
billion under the Local Infrastructure Priority in the Regional
Operational Programmes. 

Infrastructure

Total KMSingleDualMotorwayNo. of ProjectsYear

Table 2 - Number and Type of Motorway Projects January 2000-June 2006

Source: National Roads Authority www.nra.ie

The Economic and Social Infrastructure Operational Programme provided for a total capital
investment of some €26 billion in key capital infrastructure projects in roads, public
transport, water and waste water schemes, health and housing. Over €28.5 billion has been
invested under this operational programme at the end of 2006.
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HUNDREDS OF KILOMETRES OF NATIONAL AND NON-NATIONAL ROADS THROUGHOUT
THE COUNTRY HAVE BENEFITED FROM NDP/CSF FUNDING. IMPROVING OUR ROAD
NETWORK HAS A WIDE REACHING EFFECT – IT CONTRIBUTES TO IRELAND’S ECONOMIC
COMPETITIVENESS AND SUPPORTS BALANCED REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT.
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Percentage (%)Length (KM)

Table 3 – Road Length by Carriageway Type December 2005

Motorway 246.620 4.555

Dual Carriage Way/ Two Plus One 308.400 5.695

Single 4859.699 89.750

Total 5414.719 100.00

Single (KM) Total (KM)
Dual Carriageway

(KM)
Motorway (KM)Region

Table 4 – Road Length by EU Region December 2005

BMW 65.892 58.910 2411.768 2536.570

S&E 180.728 249.490 2447.931 2878.149

Total (km) 246.620 308.400 4859.699 5414.719

Public Transport
€3.6 billion had been invested in the Public Transport area
by December 2006. Major projects have included the Luas
light rail in Dublin, the doubling of peak capacity on the
DART line and the delivery of new buses for Bus Éireann
and Dublin Bus.

Higher population and economic growth have led to a
significant increase in car ownership in recent years,
particularly in the Greater Dublin Area. To encourage
a greater use of public transport, the capacity and quality of
public transport has been significantly increased and
further expansion is planned. 

Bus
Under the NDP/CSF, Dublin Bus has purchased 510 new
buses, of which 93 are additional and 417 are replacement
buses. Approximately half of these buses were funded by
the Exchequer and half were funded from the company’s
own resources. These buses improve the quality and
reliability of the fleet as well as providing for increased
services. A capacity increase of 18% was achieved between
the years 2000 and 2005.

A key element in improving bus performance has been the
provision of Quality Bus Corridors (QBCs).  There are now
11 QBCs in operation in the Dublin area, i.e., the bus routes
to Malahide, Lucan, Stillorgan, Finglas, North Clondalkin,
Rathfarnham, Tallaght, Swords, Blanchardstown, South
Clondalkin and the Orbital QBC.  The total length of QBCs
in Dublin is 139 kilometres.    

Source: National Roads Authority Route Lengths 2005.
http://www.nra.ie/Transportation/DownloadableDocumentation/file,2184,en.pdf – pg. 3

Source: National Roads Authority Route Lengths 2005.
http://www.nra.ie/Transportation/DownloadableDocumentation/file,2184,en.pdf – pg. 3
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THERE HAS BEEN A MAJOR INVESTMENT IN PUBLIC TRANSPORT UNDER THE NDP/CSF.
THIS INCLUDED THE UPGRADING OF RAILWAY LINES AND SERVICES, THE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE LIGHT RAIL SYSTEM (LUAS) IN DUBLIN, RENEWAL OF THE BUS ÉIREANN FLEET
AND OTHER MEASURES SUCH AS QUALITY BUS CORRIDORS (QBCS), PARK AND RIDE
FACILITIES, AS WELL AS TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PROGRAMMES.
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Under the NDP/CSF Bus Éireann has purchased 421 new
buses since 2000, of which 65 are additional and 356 are
replacement buses. 172 of these buses were funded by the
NDP and 249 of these buses were funded from Bus
Éireann’s own resources. These buses improve the quality
and reliability of the fleet as well as providing for increased
services. 

This investment has brought improved safety, reliability
and frequency of services across the public transport
network, to the benefit of all passengers. 

Rail
In 2002, 67 mainline rail carriages were delivered, with
a further six train sets delivered by end June 2006.
Following testing and commissioning, the entire fleet will
be gradually introduced into service on the Cork Route in
2007, culminating in an hourly service in both directions. 

A contract was awarded in late 2004 for 120 new diesel
railcars. This contract was extended in December 2005 to
150 railcars at a cost of €324.3 million and the trains will
begin to arrive in mid 2007. Layouts have changed with
seating capacity increased by 600 seats across the fleet.
This will allow for increased frequency of services and
timetabling. These railcars are expected to enter service
from 2007 onwards and will operate on the Dublin-Galway,
Dublin-Westport and Dublin-Ballina railway lines.  

The purchase of these vehicles will allow for the full
replacement of Iarnród Éireann rolling stock, making it one
of the most modern fleets in Europe.

Under the Rail Safety Programme, 760 kilometres of track
were re-laid by end 2005 nationally.  

Luas
The Luas Green Line from St. Stephen’s Green to Sandyford
commenced operation on 30 June 2004 and services on the
Red Line from Connolly Station to Tallaght began on 28
September 2004.

The service now operates at five minute intervals during
peak times and to date the Luas has carried over 50 million
passengers.

DART
The DART upgrade project involved expenditure of €176
million.  The upgrade works included the lengthening of
platforms to cater for eight-car train sets.  Capacity on the
DART lines has been significantly increased due to
redevelopment works from 14,000 to nearly 27,000.  

Rural Transport Initiative
Since 2002, the Rural Transport Initiative (RTI) has provided
funding on a pilot basis for community groups to address the
particular transport needs of rural areas through the
provision of local transport services. Pobal (formerly Area
Development Management Ltd.) manages the RTI on behalf
of the Department of Transport and makes specific
allocations to individual project groups from funding provided
by the Department.

The RTI is now operational in virtually all counties and 34
community transport groups are being funded under the
initiative. Some 75,000 RTI transport services were
provided in 2005 and over 650,000 passenger trips were
recorded on these services.
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THE NDP/CSF FUNDED RURAL TRANSPORT INITIATIVE (RTI) HAS MADE A VALUABLE
CONTRIBUTION TO THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF THOSE LIVING IN RURAL AREAS. THIRTY
FOUR COMMUNITY-BASED, FLEXIBLE, DOOR-TO DOOR SERVICES THROUGHOUT THE
COUNTRY PROVIDE LOCAL PEOPLE WITH REGULAR ACCESS TO SHOPPING, HEALTHCARE,
EDUCATION, DAY-CARE AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES.
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Water and Waste Water
Investment in Environmental infrastructure projects has
resulted in the completion of 337 water service projects,
comprising waste water, water supply and infrastructure
management and rehabilitation.

Ireland is meeting targets set down in the EU Waste Water
Treatment Directive, an improvement demonstrated by the
84 Blue Flags awarded to beaches and marinas around the
country in June 2006, including Dollymount Strand in
Dublin and Salthill and Silverstrand in Galway. This
compares favourably to 73 Blue Flags that were awarded to
beaches and marinas around the country in 1997.

Since 2000 completed waste water projects have generated
an additional capacity of over 3 million population
equivalent. In the same period, the increase in water
treatment capacity was equivalent to 666,000 population.

Under the Water Services Investment Programme 469
schemes have been completed since 2000.

Rural Water
The Rural Water Measure is designed to provide funding for
investment in water treatment, disinfection and distribution
equipment for group water schemes. The measure aims to
ensure that they can provide an adequate supply of water
within their catchment area which meets the requirements
of the EU Directive on Drinking Water Quality.

The Rural Water Measure has seen expenditure of over
€500 million with over 450,000 people benefiting from
upgraded group water schemes and small sewerage
schemes in the region.  

Environment

Over €3.1 billion had been invested in Environmental Infrastructure projects
by December 2006.

Urban and Village Renewal
The Urban and Village Renewal Measure is designed to
stimulate environmental improvements by upgrading city,
town and village locations to make them more attractive
places in which to live and work, to encourage social and
economic development and to facilitate and support the
development of tourism and tourism related activity.

Under the two Regional Operational Programmes over 1100
Urban and Village Renewal Scheme projects were completed
by the end of 2006.
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EFFECTIVE WATER AND WASTE WATER INFRASTRUCTURE IS ESSENTIAL TO MEET SOCIAL,
PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION NEEDS AND IS ALSO VITAL FOR NEW
HOUSING AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT. THE NDP/CSF PROVIDED A MAJOR INVESTMENT
IN WATER SERVICES FACILITIES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY TO IMPROVE SUPPLY AND
QUALITY AND TO ENSURE THAT EU ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS ARE MET. 
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Over €10 billion has been invested in housing projects
since 2000. Expenditure under the Housing Priority is
divided between Local Authority housing, voluntary
housing, affordable housing, improvements to existing
housing and accommodation for groups with special needs.

The Social and Affordable Housing Measure is designed to
increase the output of such housing.

The Measure is also designed to facilitate access to
affordable housing by lower income households and to
improve the physical condition of the social housing stock
and of certain categories of private housing stock. Finally,
the Measure provides accommodation for groups with
special needs.

There have been a total of 28,400 completions or acquisitions
under the Local Authority Housing Programme and over
8,700 voluntary housing completions since 2002.

Approximately 12,400 affordable housing units have been
completed.  Since 2000, a total of 684 Traveller families have
been resettled and 1,143 units have been provided or
refurbished for Traveller families.

The NDP/CSF has made a significant investment of €3.2
billion in Health Infrastructure for the period January 2000 to
December 2006. 

Expenditure under this priority is delivered through the Acute
Hospitals Measure, the Non-Acute/Continuing Care Measure
and the ICT and Research Measure.  Cumulative expenditure
on the Acute Hospitals Measure for the period 2000-2006 was
approx. €2.1 billion, which represents 66% of total health
NDP/CSF expenditure for the period. 

Progress under the Acute Hospitals Measure has included
Sligo General Hospital – Renal Unit; University College
Hospital Galway; Limerick Maternity Hospital extension;
Midland Regional Hospital Tullamore – A&E; Our Lady’s
Hospital for Sick Children, Crumlin; St. Vincent’s Hospital,
Dublin – Phase 1; UCHG Oncology Dept. extension; UCHG CT
Scanner, X-ray and Endoscopes Equipment; Wexford General
Hospital extension and Cork University Hospital –
Orthodontic Unit.

Under the Non-Acute Hospitals Measure €545 million has
been invested under this Measure on projects such as St.
John’s Hospital, Enniscorthy (elderly); St. Luke’s Kilkenny
Acute Psychiatric Unit; Hospital of the Assumption, Thurles
(Older People) and Nenagh Health Centre.

Housing Health Facilities
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THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, FAMILIES FINDING IT DIFFICULT TO GET A HOME HAVE
BENEFITED FROM NDP/CSF FUNDING FOR SOCIAL, VOLUNTARY AND AFFORDABLE
HOUSING PROJECTS. VERY SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENT WAS ALSO MADE IN IMPROVING 
THE QUALITY OF EXISTING HOUSING.
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The Education Infrastructure Measure provides investment
in primary and post-primary schools, the further education
sector, third level institutions and education centres.  The
Measure comprises three capital expenditure elements to
deal with each of the primary, post-primary and third level
sectors.  

Since 2000 over €2.96 billion has been spent on
Educational Infrastructure on over 6,500 individual school
building projects. 

At primary level this has delivered: 

• 57 new schools with construction underway
at a further 10 new schools 

• 251 large-scale refurbishment/extension projects with
construction underway at a further 37 schools 

• 4,598 small-scale projects typically involving upgrading
works in schools and some small-scale extensions. 

At post-primary level this has delivered: 

• 19 new schools with construction underway
at a further 13 new schools 

• 129 large-scale refurbishment/extension projects with
construction underway at a further 17 schools 

• 1,457 small-scale projects typically involving upgrading
works in schools and some small-scale extensions. 

In addition it has also delivered: 

• Thousands of other small-scale works in primary
schools under the Devolved Minor Works Grant which
is paid on an annual basis to all primary schools 

• 4,000 grants for the provision of furniture and
equipment in schools 

• Asbestos, radon and remediation projects. 

Schools
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The Programme also recognises the continuing importance of
unemployment prevention; the need to encourage enterprises
(particularly SMEs) to improve their productivity to underpin
future competitiveness and the need to enhance the skills and
competencies of individuals through lifelong learning.

Between 2000 and 2006 over €2.96 billion has been spent on
Educational Infrastructure and over €7.5 billion on
Employability Measures.  Under the Adaptability Priority over
€3.5 billion has been spent nationally and under the Equality
Priority €20 million has been spent.

Investment in the Employment and Human Resources area
has contributed to very low levels of unemployment and
a historically high workforce participation rate in the State
(see figure 2).

According to the most recent CSO Quarterly National
Household Survey in November 2006, there are now over
2 million people in employment up from 1.472 million in 1997
(see figure 3).

Over €7.5 billion has been invested in the Employability
priority.  This Priority aims to minimise unemployment and

Employment and Human Resources

The Employment and Human Resources (EHRD) Operational Programme is the second largest
national Operational Programme under the Plan. By December 2006 over €14.4 billion had
been invested with the objective of mobilising labour supply in order to minimise the disruptive
effects of generalised labour scarcity.
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Figure 2 - Unemployment Rate 1988 - 2006

Source: CSO - Various www.cso.ie
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prevent the drift into long-term unemployment while
promoting social inclusion with particular reference to the
re-integration of the socially excluded and the long-term
unemployed into the labour force.

Over €3.5 billion has been invested nationally under the
Adaptability Priority. This Priority aims to promote a
skilled, trained and adaptable workforce by facilitating
people in the wider economy and in specific sectors to
adapt their skills to changing labour market requirements
through further training and re-skilling.  It also aims to
enhance the quality of labour supply through continued
investment in education and training and, in particular,
through developing a strategic and flexible framework for
improvement.

Local Enterprise
Local Enterprise Development, funded through County
Enterprise Boards has assisted in the creation of more than
29,000 jobs and provided training to over 66,000 people
since 2000.

From 2000-2005, 100,000 new jobs have been created in
Enterprise Ireland client companies throughout the country.
Also over the period of the programme 1.3 million square feet
of community enterprise space has been provided. 
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Figure 3 - Employment Participation Rates 1997 - 2006

Source: CSO - Various www.cso.ie
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YOUTHREACH IS PART OF A NATIONAL PROGRAMME OF SECOND-CHANCE EDUCATION AND
TRAINING. FUNDED BY THE NDP/CSF, IT IS AIMED AT UNEMPLOYED YOUNG PEOPLE WHO
HAVE LEFT SCHOOL EARLY AND GIVES THEM THE OPPORTUNITY OF BUILDING THEIR
SELF-CONFIDENCE AND GAINING A RANGE OF QUALIFICATIONS.



NDP/CSF
2000-2006

Review

Page 20 NDP/CSF 2000-2006 Review

The Equality for Women Measure supports a number of
strands relating to employment, education, career
development, entrepreneurship, innovative supports for
older women and gender proofing in decision making.

The Community Development and Family Support Measure
provides support and services to disadvantaged communities
and at-risk families.

The Crime Prevention Measure supports prison training
activities and the provision of enhanced probation services.
The Youth Services Measure supports a wide range of youth
initiatives, youth information and youth facilities.

Finally, the Local Development Social Inclusion Programme
supports 38 Area-Based Partnerships, 31 Community
Partnerships and two Employment Pacts.

Childcare
The Regional Operational Programmes are the main delivery
programmes for Childcare Measures under the NDP/CSF.
This includes the EU co-funded Childcare Infrastructure
Programme that supports childcare staffing in disadvantaged
areas. This has contributed to the creation of over 31,000
additional childcare places and nearly 1,900 childcare
facilities have been established or upgraded.

Social Inclusion

The Regional Operational Programmes are the main delivery programmes for Social
Inclusion measures under the NDP/CSF. The Measures are targeted at disadvantaged areas
and are enabling women, in particular, to participate more actively in education and training
to return to the labour force.
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INCREASING THE NUMBER OF CHILDCARE FACILITIES AND PLACES NATIONWIDE WAS A KEY
PART OF THE NDP/CSF 2000-2006. COMMUNITY BASED NOT-FOR-PROFIT CHILDCARE SERVICES
AND PRIVATE PROVIDERS ACROSS THE COUNTRY RECEIVED FUNDING; WITH CONTRIBUTIONS
MADE TO TRAINING, DEVELOPMENT AND SALARY COSTS OF QUALIFIED CHILDCARE WORKERS. 
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Science Foundation Ireland had supported a number of
important centres of excellence including LERO – the Irish
software engineering research centre based in the
University of Limerick and APC – the Alimentary Pharma-
biotic centre based in University College Cork. This
investment has played an important role in future
development, by supporting the capacity to provide
services to high potential start-up companies and enable
campus enterprises to become commercialised.   

To date 532 awards have been made equating to €900
million in expenditure under the Programme for Research
in Third Level Institutions including the funding of the Gene
Vector Core Facility at NUI Galway, the only such facility in
Ireland and the UK. Six further proposals for new
Incubation Centres at Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology
Galway/Castlebar, Athlone Institute of Technology, Dundalk
Institute of Technology, Institute of Technology Sligo and
Letterkenny Institute of Technology have been approved.  

Under the Regional Innovation Strategies Measure a total of
seven centres are operating with centres in Dún Laoghaire
and Tallaght commencing in early 2007. One additional centre
to be built at Dublin Institute of Technology has been
approved and will be Exchequer funded.

Broadband
Access to quality and affordable broadband services is
critical to Ireland’s competitiveness in terms of attracting
and retaining foreign direct investment and ensuring
balanced regional development. The development of
broadband infrastructure is a market responsibility in
Ireland. However, the market has been slow to provide
broadband access to parts of the country. The Regional
Operational Programmes included measures designed to
increase broadband availability throughout the country and
to address areas of market failure.   

The Group Broadband Scheme is open to all smaller and
rural communities of less than 1,500 people. It enables
local communities to work with a broadband service
provider of their own choice, or to draw up and implement
their own broadband plan, with the aim of launching a
broadband service for residents and small and medium
sized businesses in their area. The scheme is designed to
promote aggregation of local broadband as an initial
intervention to support rollout of services to smaller towns
and rural areas currently neglected by the market.

Broadband is being rolled out to towns with a population
greater than 1,500 through the development of State owned
open access Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs). The
MANs are designed to support a national backhaul solution
– as the appropriate intervention to address market failure
by bringing high speed, fibre optic, telecommunications
networks to new and existing broadband customers.

The Department of Education and Science has also been
involved in implementing a broadband programme for
schools, with nearly all 4,100 primary and secondary
schools now connected to a broadband network.

According to the Commission for Communications
Regulation (ComReg) it is estimated that there are now
approximately 430,000 broadband subscribers in Ireland,
up from 45,000 in early 2004.

Knowledge and Innovation

Over €1.7 billion had been invested in Research, Technological Development
and Innovation to December 2006. 
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THE NDP/CSF PROVIDED FOR MAJOR INVESTMENT IN RESEARCH, TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT
AND INNOVATION TO SUSTAIN A COMPETITIVE ECONOMY. THE PROGRAMME FOR RESEARCH IN
THIRD-LEVEL INSTITUTIONS (PRTLI) OFFERS HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTES AN OPPORTUNITY TO
BUILD INFRASTRUCTURE AND DEVELOP THE CAREERS OF IRELAND’S RESEARCHERS.
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Fisheries
Over €62 million has been invested in the Sea Fisheries
Development Programme aimed at adjusting the fishing
effort, fisheries development and renewal and modernisation
of Ireland’s fishing fleet.

Under the vessel decommissioning scheme a total of 46
vessels have been approved for decommissioning at a total
cost of €11.5 million.

Under the Fleet Renewal Measure 33 new vessels were
delivered to their owners and a total of 359 vessels were
renewed or enhanced for safety purposes up to June 2006. 

Marketing
Over €320 million has been invested in developing
marketing directed at indigenous industry, the food and
seafood sectors and tourism. Over 400 firms were assisted
under the Marketing Priority since 2000 and over 900
exporters entered new markets.

Film
Since the beginning of the programme, the Irish Film
Board has grown significantly and now operates from
offices in Galway and Dublin.  The Board has supported a
total of 335 productions (excluding short films) under this
programme including 104 feature-length films/TV dramas.

In 2006 projects funded by the Board included the Oscar
winning short film Six Shooter by Martin McDonagh and the
prestigious Cannes Film Festival Palme d’Or winner, The
Wind that Shakes the Barley, directed by Ken Loach.

Industry

Over €1.3 billion has been invested in Measures designed to support industry, including
indigenous industry and foreign direct investment. The Strategy Assessment and
Formulation Measure has assisted 2,500 companies and over 2,000 business plans have
been developed since 2000.
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LANDING FACILITIES HAVE BEEN IMPROVED AT MORE THAN EIGHTY FISHERY HARBOUR
LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. MANY COASTAL AND ISLAND HARBOUR
FACILITIES HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED OR IMPROVED TO SUPPORT THE FISHING AND
AQUACULTURE INDUSTRIES, TO IMPROVE ACCESS FOR COMMUNITIES AND PROVIDE
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MARINE-RELATED TOURISM.
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Expenditure under the Area-Based Rural Development
Initiative sub-measure continued to accelerate after very
limited activity in the first two years of the Programme.
Almost 4,000 projects have now been approved and 626
new enterprises assisted. Eight hundred and two full-time
jobs have been created in addition to 1,200 seasonal or
part-time jobs.

The total number of people who have availed of training
currently stands at over 17,000 and expenditure for 2005
was €7 million. This expenditure rate is likely to increase
yet further as more and more projects under the sub
measure come on stream thereby achieving full
expenditure under this sub measure.

Under the Farm Waste Management Scheme €180 million
has been invested which provides assistance with the
capital costs of providing animal housing and storage
facilities for silage and agricultural waste.

€24 million has been invested under the Dairy Hygiene
Standards Scheme which assists dairy farmers in
upgrading their milk production facilities to ensure
continued adherence to EU standards and to further
improve on farm dairy hygiene standards. 

Over €25 million was paid for the Installation Aid for Young
Farmers Scheme to encourage young trained people to
take up farming and thus ensure the continued
rejuvenation of the farming workforce.

€37 million has been invested in horticulture projects since
January 2000 and €3.75 million has been invested in the
organic sector.

The Western Investment Fund has seen a significant
increase in the level of applications, approvals and
disbursals in the BMW Region with 32 SMEs, 22 community
projects and two strategic projects funded since 2000.

The Rural Viability Advisory Service is dedicated to helping
small-to-medium scale farm families achieve and sustain
a viable household income. There are nearly 36,000
ongoing users of the service.

Agriculture and Rural Development
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A VIBRANT AGRICULTURAL SECTOR IS VITAL TO THE WELL-BEING OF RURAL IRELAND.
NDP/CSF INVESTMENT HAS PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN HELPING FARMERS TO
MODERNISE THEIR ENTERPRISES, AND TO COMPLY WITH EU ENVIRONMENT AND
HYGIENE STANDARDS. A WIDE RANGE OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS ARE ALSO
PROVIDING VALUABLE EMPLOYMENT. 



NDP/CSF
2000-2006

Review

Page 28 NDP/CSF 2000-2006 Review

In November 1994, the European Union approved a plan to
deliver a five-year jointly managed Community Initiative
Programme for Northern Ireland and the border counties
known as Peace I.

The implementation of its successor programme, Peace II,
took place within the new institutional context, following the
signing of the Good Friday Agreement. Cross-border bodies
such as the Special European Union Programmes Body
(SEUPB) have been established to manage and implement
PEACE II with SEUPB given the added responsibility of
managing and implementing INTERREG IIIA and promoting
cross-border co-operation.

The priorities of Peace II were:
• Economic Renewal
• Social Integration, Inclusion and Reconciliation
• Locally-based Regeneration and Development Strategies
• An Outward and Forward Looking Region
• Cross-Border Co-operation

One of the unique features of the Peace Programme is the
importance placed on local partnership. Each of the 26
Northern Ireland district council areas has a local strategic
partnership, the partnership works on a non-political and
non-sectarian basis to deliver the services needed in their
local area. 

Within the Border Region the Council Led Task Forces
perform the same functions. These partnerships also
provide a forum where issues can be discussed outside of
the political arena.  Other intermediate funding bodies help
to deliver peace, including Government Departments and
non-Governmental organisations. Since 2000 over €130
million has been invested in PEACE II.

Under this programme over 200 jobs have been created
under the Economic Renewal Priority with 351 projects
supported/assisted under the Social Integration Inclusion
and Reconciliation Priority. Furthermore over €24 million
has been committed to 373 projects under the Locally-
Based and Regeneration Development Strategies.

PEACE II Programme
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THE GREEN BOX IS A SUSTAINABLE TOURISM INITIATIVE DEVELOPED TO SUPPORT
ENVIRONMENTALLY-FRIENDLY AND ECO-AWARE TOURISM. IT COVERS ALL OF LEITRIM AND
FERMANAGH AND PARTS OF DONEGAL, SLIGO AND CAVAN. THE INITIATIVE RECEIVES FUNDING
FROM THE EU PROGRAMME FOR PEACE AND RECONCILIATION (PEACE II), THE INTERREG IIIA
IRELAND/NORTHERN IRELAND PROGRAMME AND THE NDP.
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Conclusion

In 2003, independent evaluators, the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI), carried out a mid-term evaluation of
the NDP/CSF 2000-2006.  In this evaluation, the ESRI endorsed the strategic approach that continues to be taken by the
Government and they noted that the strategy underlying the Plan remains valid. 

The key findings of the ESRI report were that the NDP/CSF “has made significant progress towards its objectives of continuing
sustainable national economic and employment growth and of consolidating and improving Ireland’s economic
competitiveness”. The ESRI went on to state that the NDP/CSF “will have a sustainable positive effect on competitiveness and
the productive capacity of the economy in the long-term”.

An important point made in the mid-term evaluation was that NDP/CSF expenditure over the period 2000-2002 had raised
the level of GNP by over 7% above what it would otherwise have been in 2002.  In the long run the level of GNP will be
around 3% higher than it would otherwise have been. This represented a real rate of return on NDP/CSF investment of
around 14% at that time. 

In 2006 the ESRI in its assessment of the investment priorities for the next National Development Plan 2007-2013 stated
that “the current NDP/CSF has greatly enhanced the economic and social infrastructure of the State with major benefits
to economic development throughout all regions”.  

More generally the ESRI stated that “it is clear that the first three NDPs have made an essential contribution to the
transformation of the Irish economy and society over the last fifteen years. Without the investment under successive NDPs
the economy would have choked from lack of infrastructure, unemployment would still have been a serious social issue
and the environment would be under much more serious pressure than is currently the case.”

The NDP/CSF 2000-2006 has made a very significant enhancement of infrastructure whilst making an important contribution
in many other areas. The new Plan will build on this foundation to deliver a much more ambitious level of investment and
consequently further major improvement in areas of key importance to competitiveness and quality of life.
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