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A Night at the Musicals – Coláiste
Dún Iascaigh, Cahir
This year’s show represents a change for Coláiste Dún Iascaigh’s Music
department. Instead of a traditional show with story and acting, they
have focused instead on getting to the heart of the matter and staying
with the songs.
This year they presented songs from three different musicals: Les
Miserables, My Fair Lady and Evita. Each Musical is very different. The
songs in each touch different events. They also have much in common.
During three nights of a packed auditorium they brought us from the
dark streets of revolutionary France where a proud people have their
public and private revolution. Where men and women question who they
are and what they truly stand for.
Les Miserables’ songs were sung with great passion.
My Fair Lady had some great acting also. Lorcan O’ Donovan as Henry
Higgins, Nicola Blake as his Mother, Donal O’ Donnell as Pickering and
Daniel Cunningham as Freddy all gave wonderful performances. Sarah
Coleman sang exquisitely as Eliza Doolittle.
Evita began with the glorious Requiem sung in perfect harmony by the
whole cast. The whole thing was strung together by Kenneth Conlon’s
delivery as Narrator, linking the three shows together. The show was
directed with the style and perfectionism, we come to expect from
Deirdre Buckley and Norma Barry-Hurley.

Updates…
Summer Works:
Capital Projects ongoing
Borrisokane
Community College
• Main Building
Refurbishment
• Acoustics
• Extract Installation
• 3-Storey Protected
Structure Building
• Lease of Council Area
Office
• % Art Scheme
Coláiste Dún
Iascaigh, Cahir
• ASD Unit & New Classroom
• Car Parking
• Replace Defective Lighting
Nenagh College
• Emergency Works
(Replace Front Door)
• % Art Scheme
• Sports Wall
• All Weather Pitch
St Ailbes, Tipperary
• PE Hall (works complete,
retention due)
• ASD Unit
Further Education Nenagh
• New Accommodation
Required for FE
Programmes in Nenagh
Newport College
• Summer Works
(Roof Works)
• Emergency Works
(Fire Escape)
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Adult Learners Celebrate in Style with
Dance and Wellbeing Workshops
To celebrate the Aontas Adult Learners
Festival which ran from 23rd to 28th
February, Veronica Crowe, Community
Education Facilitator with Tipperary
Education & Training Board (ETB) and
the local link for the festival, organised
various workshops such as Yoga, Art,
Mindfulness and Computers in various
centres throughout South Tipperary.
Tuesday 24th February saw over 30
women getting together in the Fethard
Youth Centre for a Health and Well Being
Workshop. This workshop focused on
mindfulness, beauty care and cookery, a
great healthy start for 2015.

On Thursday 26th February, Theresia
Guschlbauer kept the adult learners on
their toes and moving to the rhythm with
a Modern Dance workshop in Tipperary
ETB premises, Clonmel. This workshop
focused on core strength, flexibility,
creativity and most of all laughter and
fun. This was followed by scones and
refreshments served in the Tipperary
ETB Adult Learner Canteen.
Both workshops were a huge success
and Veronica would like to thank
Margaret O’Neill, Eileen Bowden,
Theresia and all the adult learners for
helping to celebrate the Adult Learners
Festival in style.
Well done to one and all!

4
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And then
there was
Recent News…
light!
The Green Schools Committee
at Coláiste Mhuire, Co Ed,
Thurles held their Action day
to promote awareness of the
next green flag for energy. It
was a fantastic day where the
students had a stationary bike
and all students in the school
participated in a “cycle-thon”
to generate power. There
were light bulbs on display,
interactive learning tasks
whereby students were able to
calculate the cost of electricity
for different household
appliances. It was deemed
to be a huge success by all.
The Green schools committee
joined forces with the Active
Flag committee to create a
multi-purpose cross curricular
adventure. Well done to all
involved.
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Updates…
Summer Works:
Capital Projects ongoing
Coláiste Mhuire
Co-Ed, Thurles 
• Summer Works 2014
(Roof Works)
• Emergency Works
(Electrical)
• Emergency Works (Floor
Covering Replacement)
• ASD Unit
Administrative
Offices - Nenagh 
• Alterations to the entrance
to the rear car park area
• Extension to Meeting Room

Borrisokane Community College
completes installation of it’s
Dynamic Artwork
Circle/Move/Map is an artwork by
the artist Joy Gerrard, installed in
Borrisokane Community College
in March 2015 and funded by the
State’s Percent for art scheme.
It comprises a series of highly
reflective steel spheres, ranging
in size from one metre to ten
centimetres, arranged in sculptural
groupings in seven locations through
the school. The piece is installed in
both the interior and exterior of the
school. In the main hall the steel
spheres are combined with colourful
wall mounted panels, which

results in a dynamic transformative
intervention. Intervening into and
accentuating the architectural
spaces they occupy, the 160
reflective steel elements draw the
eye. The grouping and distribution of
the spheres references the passage
of students through the school’s
buildings each day, and also their
passage through education. The
cartographic style of arrangement
suggests the wider world into which
they will move and the application
of systematic knowledge to make it
comprehensible.

Coláiste Phobal, Roscrea
• Emergency Works
(Roof Repairs)
• Major Refurbishment
• Summer Works (Partial
Window Replacement
CTI, Coláiste Cluain
Meala, Clonmel
• Summer Works
(Mechanical)
• Accessible Access at
Main Entrance

Coláiste MHUIRE
CO-ED THURLES:
MIDLANDS REGIONAL
CHAMPIONS
Congratulations to the u-19
Coláiste Mhuire Co-ed
basketball team which recently
won the Midlands Regional Cup
final in Portlaoise by defeating
Scoil Mhuire from Clane on a
score line of 39-32 points. Well
done to all involved.
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Newport New School Bank
Newport College has recently joined
up with Bank of Ireland to establish a
mini branch of our very own! We now
have a weekly bank in our school,
where we can save our hard earned
cents and euro!
One first year student describes this
as a great new addition to our school,
telling of his use for the bank - “It’s
somewhere I can put my money for
safe keeping. We can save up bit by
bit and then buy something we have
wanted for a really long time!”
Lots of incentives are available in the
new bank – For the first 25 students
who opened accounts, we received
€250 to spend on supplies for the
school and for our students. Once 50
accounts were opened, Liam Sheedy
from Bank of Ireland presented
the school with a mini touchscreen
computer.
Students who have so far opened
accounts have been happy to reveal
what they are currently saving for,
with items such as a new bike, a video
game and a college fund as just some
of the ideas students have focused
their saving efforts on. Our Business
Studies teacher, Miss Sullivan, and
very proudly, our students, have been

Newport College Principal, Clodagh Kelly, and students (L to R) Stephanie Troy (School Marketing
Manager), Amy Ryan (School Bank Customer Service Official), Katie O’Gorman (School bank
Manager), Rachel O’Brien (School Operations and Audit Specialist), Sarah Ryan (School Sales
Manager) with Bank of Ireland Representatives

keeping our bank up and running,
taking on great responsibility here to
ensure everything stays on track.
Those students involved are quickly
learning new skills of management,

business and marketing, and dealing
with valuable customers, which they
know will be of great advantage to
them in the future.

Coláiste Mhuire Co-ed Thurles - Bodhrán Workshop
Students from 1st year were
treated to a Bodhrán workshop
in our library area as part of
Seachtain Na Gaeilge a bhí á
reachtáil ag Roinn na Gaeilge
sa scoil. Bodhrán player and
maker from Nenagh Seán Geaney
demonstrated bodhrán techniques
to various dance beats ie. jigs,
reels, hornpipes, marches, and
slides. Students also joined in
with Seán in learning the craft of
Bodhán making. Feedback from
our students who partook in this
workshop was most positive and
the experience was thoroughly
enjoyed by all.

6
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Borrisokane Students meet Nobel
Peace Prize Winner

Updates…
Summer Works:
Capital Projects ongoing
Comeragh College,
Carrick-On-Suir
• New School
• Sewer Works (at St
Josephs)
Scoil Ruáin, Killenaule
• Refurbishment of
Music Room
• Engineering/Technology
Equipment
• Summer Works Project
(Replace Internal Doors)

Lehmah Gbowee (Nobel winner), D.C.U. president Prof Brian Mac Craith, DP Borrioskane - Suzanne
McMahon, Career Guidance Teacher Borrisokane CC - Ms Annette Tierney, Selection of students from
Borrisokane including Council reps, Cairde reps, Captains of 2nd year and TY.

On 13th April, we took a trip to DCU
to hear a speech by Liberian peace
and women’s rights activist, Leymah
Gbowee. She’s one of the leaders
of the women’s peace movement
that helped end the Second Liberian
Civil War, and was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize for her work. She
placed emphasis on her desire to
help girls get educated, speaking
of those she’d encountered who’d
been married young and left to care

for themselves and their children,
but still strived to make it to college.
She and other women protested
by dressing in white and praying
for peace, leading to non-violent
demonstrations and sit-ins in
defiance of the tyrannical president
at the time. Thanks to their efforts,
Liberia entered a period of peace,
and became the first African nation
to have a female president.

Mathletes Challenge for
Thurles student
Well done to Aaron Cooke a first year
student in Coláiste Mhuire Co Ed,
Thurles for qualifying for the Munster
Provincial Finals of the Mathletes
challenge. This is an amazing
achievement. We wish Aaron all the
best of luck for the competition.

• Home Economics Room
(Replace Floor)
• ASD Unit
Further Education
Centre/Youth Service 
Building, Cashel
• Proposed Works to Site at
the rear of ETB Building
Sports Capital
Programme – Raheen
Road, Clonmel
• Development of All
Weather Pitch at Raheen
Road site
Templemore College
• Works to Front Elevation
• Flood Relief Works (site
adjacent to School)
Former Military
Barracks, Clonmel
• Development of Further
Education Campus on
site of the former Military
Barracks in Clonmel
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Seachtain na Gaeilge 2015 –
Carrick-on-Suir
Bhí Seachtain na Gaeilge den scoth
againn i gColáiste Comeragh. Thosaigh
an tseachtain le scoláirí ón dá scoil ag
labhairt as Gaeilge ar an idirchum agus
ag míniú cad a bhí i gceist le Seachtain
na Gaeilge. Bhí nathanna éagsúla againn
gach maidin. D’eagraigh na múinteoirí
Tráth na gCeist agus bhain gach duine
an taitneamh as sin. Rinne scoláirí
ón chead bhliain póstaeirí éagsúla le
nathanna difriúla agus seanfhocail a bhí
crochta timpeall na scoile. Bhí comórtas
filíochta idir na ranganna chomh maith.

Bhí céilí mór again sa Halla agus
d’fhoghlaim na daltaí roinnt mhaith
rincí gaelacha cosúil le Ionsaí na hInse,
Ballaí Luimní, Cur Crúb ar an Asal agus
an dreoiín damhsa nua aimseartha. Bhí
gach duine thar a bheith sásta glacadh
páirt ann agus thug sé léargas dóibh
ar gcultúr na Éireann. Thug seachtain
na Gaeilge deis iontach do na scoláire
cleachtadh le haghaidh an scrúdú béil a
bheidh á dhéanamh acu I gceann cúpla
seachtain. Mar a deireann an seanfhocail
‘Mol an óige agus tiocfaidh siad’.

Updates…
Phase 3 Transfer of
Training and Tipperary
ETB late 2015:
Discussions on-going at National
level regarding staffing and
transfer of training to the 5 nontraining centre ETBs.
TETB advised that a total of five
staff will be given the opportunity
to transfer from Waterford/
Wexford ETB and Limerick/
Clare ETB Training Centres –
Expressions of Interest to be
organised by DES – at this point
grades unknown. There is no
agreement in place as yet for
additional staff, discussions
on this matter are on-going.
Transfer date has been set for 1st
September 2015 (originally set
at 1st July) but it is expected this
will be pushed out to late autumn.
Each ETB is different, so it is now
accepted by the DES and SOLAS
that there may be different target
dates for each receiving ETB.
By way of information – in total
10 ETBs are involved giving and
receiving.

Coláiste Mhuire Co-Ed Thurles: Camogie
Holycross/Ballycahill GAA Grounds
was the setting for a schools camogie
tournament involving our 1st & 2nd year
students. We played St. Anne’s of Tipp
Town in our first match and while very
little separated these sides over the two
halves, it was St. Anne’s who capitalised
slightly better on their scoring
opportunities to record a narrow victory.
We played a formidable Nenagh side in
our next match and while we showed
a lot more promise, we ultimately
succumbed to a stronger team on the
day. In our final match against St.Anne’s,
we began to peak and played more
cohesively from our superb goalkeeper
Katelyn O’Gorman up to our full- forward
line to record a thrilling one point victory.

8
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Carrick-on-Suir 1st year trip to Dingle
On the 25th March the First Year
students at Comeragh College
departed for Dingle for a two night
stay. The purpose of this trip was to
give the students the opportunity to
practice their ‘cúpla focail’ and to
hear their native tongue being used.
The students enjoyed a trip to the
Aqua Dome in Tralee en route to
Dingle. Each evening the students
were given an insight into the
traditional Irish culture by taking part
in a céilí and quiz as Gaeilge.
On Thursday Morning, the students
enjoyed a guided tour of the Dingle
peninsula taking in the beautiful
scenery. Accompanied by Muiris
O’Scanlán, he impressed the students
by reciting poems as Gaeilge while
also informing them of the local
history associated with the Dingle
peninsula. On Thursday evening
everyone had a great time out on the
boats visiting Fungi, who was in very
playful form swimming alongside the
boats and jumping from the water. On
Friday morning the students visited
the Aquarium in Dingle before they
departed for Carrick-on-Suir. A great
trip was had by all.

Coláiste Mhuire Co-Ed Thurles:
BT Young Scientist

Updates…
Youth Strategy:
The National Youth Strategy
is one of three whole-ofGovernment strategies
developed under Better
Outcomes Brighter Futures,
the overarching National Policy
Framework for Children and
Young People. The strategy
identifies youth specific priorities
in relation to the five national
outcomes. It is anticipated that
the Strategy will be published by
May 2015.

Congratulations to our TY students Julia Letz, Ana ZuaZua, and Pia Kolb who are
pictured here at the BT Young Scientist Exhibition at The RDS last week with Minister
for Education & Skills Ms. Jan O’Sullivan and Science teacher Ms. Maggie Smith.
Their project entitled “the Attraction of Ratio” was entered into Social & Behavioural
category and was highly praised by the judges. Well done again!
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Coláiste Dun Iascaigh - Munster
School’s Debating Champion

Chinese in
Nenagh College

Coláiste Dun Iascaigh student Kirsty
Arbuckle reached the final of the
Munster School’s Debating Final
hosted by UCC’s Philosophical Society
in Cork. Kirsty had to propose that:
Assuming there is an afterlife upon
dying, this house would choose to live
in hell rather than in God’s heaven.

In recognition of the growing
relationship between The Confucius
Centre in UCC and Nenagh College,
the Principal, Mr. Damien Kennedy,
attended the launch of the text
book, “Bunchúrsa Ar Theanga Agus
Chultúr Na Síne”.

Kirsty took on the best young
debaters in the country to win the
prestigious Arthur Cox Munster
School’s Debater title.
It is the largest non-sporting
competition in Munster. It is for senior
cycle students with an interest in
debating. There were five rounds of

debate which were held in UCC and
UL and a grand final which is always
attended by a prominent Irish media
personality. This year’s chairperson
was former Minister, Mary O’ Rourke.
Over 200 students took part in this
year’s competition. Kirsty has been
well supported by her friends in
the debating society, five of whom
reached the semi-final stage. Kirsty
has beaten debaters from Glenstal
Abbey, Laurel Hill, Christian Brother’s
College Cork and Rockwell College.
Kirsty is the second student from the
to reach the final in only the third year
of entry.

At the launch The Confucius Centre
pledged to further resource Nenagh
College in introducing the Chinese
language as an option for first year
students from September 2015.
Chinese classes will continue to
be available to Transition Year
students in 2015/2016. Transition
year students will have the
further option of participating in
a Chinese Bridge programme
which will help them to attain the
required certification to attend an
Easter Camp which will be held in
Shanghai in 2016.

Mr. Damien Kennedy, Principal Nenagh
College with Mr. Xia Yongbin, Confucius
Centre, UCC and Nenagh College Chinese
language instructor Ms. Liang Tian

COLÁISTE
MHUIRE CO-ED
THURLES:
IN EUROPEAN
HOTSPOT
Pictured in the photo are a group
of 1st & 2nd year students from
Coláiste Mhuire Co-Ed Thurles
who thoroughly enjoyed a school
tour recently to Europe’s most
visited capital Paris. Pictured in
the background is one of the many
sights visited, Notre Dame Cathedral.

10

Summer Newsletter | May 2015

Tipperary Education and Training Board

PLC Sector,
Coláiste Phobal
Ros Cré,
forges links
with Bradford
University,
Leeds

COLÁISTE MHUIRE CO-ED
STUDENTS VISIT THE TITANIC
Students from Coláiste Mhuire Co-ed Thurles visited The Titanic
Centre in Belfast recently. This educational & enjoyable trip was
part of their Tourism Module in Transition year.

Gerard O’Brien, Principal, Coláiste
Phobal Ros Cré and PLC Coordinator, Mary McGrath are
delighted to announce that the
Nursing/Health Post-Leaving
Certificate Sector of the College
are currently forging progression
Links with Bradford University,
Leeds.  PLC Nursing and
Healthcare Tutors, Ingrid Condell,
Coláiste Phobal Ros Cré, and Mary
Ryan Maher, Coláiste Mhuire,
Thurles, recently visited the School
of Health, Nursing and Midwifery in
Bradford University, and met with
recruitment and academic staff and
students in the school of Nursing
and Health.

Community Education - Fethard Women’s Group –
A Healthy Start For 2015
The Fethard Women’s Group are
back enjoying ‘Healthy Cookery
Classes’ organised by Margaret
O Neill, and tutored by Eileen
Bowden. Dishes included soups,
breads and savoury snacks. These
classes were held in the Fethard
Youth Centre and funded by
Community Education.

Summer Newsletter | May 2015

11
11

Tipperary Education and Training Board

Coláiste Phobal Soccer
Venue:

CBS field Roscrea

Match:

Coláiste Phobal Ros Cré
v. Cashel Community
School

Starting 11 Luke Seacy, Marcus
Ryan, Wojciech Spyra (C),
Dean Pyne, Oran O’Reilly,
Kevin Moore, Tomás
Teehan, Dylan Conlon,
Bradley Neville, Conor
Donovan, Jamie Boland
Subs:

Paddy Delaney, Ryan
Hanlon, Aaron Reid,
Darragh Murphy (GK) ,
David Mcloughlin, Dara
Maher, Luke O’Gorman,
Simba Havatitye

Manager:

Mr. Fitzgerald

Result

Roscrea 2- Cashel 4

Referee:

Jimmy McCarthy

On a sunny but damp Thursday morning
Coláiste Phobal Ros Cré first year soccer
team took on Cashel Community school
in their first official outing (FAI First year
Munster Cup). The Roscrea boys stood
gallantly together before kick off as the
passionate team talk reverberated across
the CBS pitch. As the referee blew the
whistle it was clear this would be a fierce
contest. Both sides were gladiatorial in

battle with not an inch given. As half time
loomed both sides fought with vigour
but Cashel entered the dressing rooms
3-2 ahead. The second half was a tight
contest with Cashel eventually scoring
again to bring the final score to 4-2 to
the away team. It was a brave display
by Cloáiste Phobal who have shown an
abundance of potential for their next cup
match against Abbey CBS.

Mr. Fitzgerald with the Coláiste Phobal Ros Cré First Year Soccer Squad

County badminton success for Coláiste Phobal RosCré
On the 20th of January the county
schools badminton was held in Coláiste
Phobal. The hosts had eight teams
involved in total, two u14, two u16 and
four u19 teams. There was a massive
entry with teams from Borrisokane,
Templemore, Ballingarry, Killenaule,
Nenagh and Thurles which ensured
everybody received ample game time
whether they won or lost.
Both Coláiste Phobal u14 teams had
some tough battles and the first team
made it all the way to the final but lost
out to Templemore in an agonising single
ace defeat, ending up all square at 3-3
after all six matches were played aces
had to be counted and Templemore just
scraped the victory by one ace. U14 A:
Luke Seacy, Bradley Neville, Ben Higgins,
Dean Pyne. U14 B: Peter Maher, James
Dooley, Tomas Teehan, James White.
Our u16 teams were very competitive
with our first team coming out of their

12

group reaching the semi-final stage but
were unlucky to meet a strong Killenaule
team who would eventually go on to
beat Nenagh in the final. U16 A: Ruairi
Murphy, Aaron Moloney, Luke O’ Donnell,
Aaron Loughnane. U16 B: Roddy Teehan,
Vincent Kenedy, Cian Dwan, Joe Ahern
There were four groups in the U19
competition with Roscrea having a
team in each group. The A and B teams
managed to get out of their groups
and also into the final to guarantee the
decider would be won by Roscrea. Our
second team pushed the first team all the
way but were not strong enough in the
end with the first team victorious. Both
teams however progress to Munster as
the A team will play in division 1 which
leaves a place for the county runners
up to play in division 2. U19 A: Andrew
Cullen, Enda Moloney, John McCabe,
Tony O’Connor. U19 B: William Cummins,
Evan Hassett, Steven Tierney, Cian
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Cordial. U19 C: Conal Teehan, Jack
Finnegan, Daniel Coonan, Conor Ryan.
U19 D: Ben Spencer, Saqlain Sadiq,
Padraig Marks.
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Carpentry Skills
at their best
The Western Studio Group Clonmel
recently made two bookcases for
their studio and in the foreground
a prototype artist’s easel. All
furniture is currently used by the
group. The group are planning to
make more easels for the art studio.
Tutored by Bill Doyle and funded by
Community Education.

Student Enterprise awards
Congratulations to Coláiste Dún Iascaigh students who won at the Student
Enterprise awards. Linda Murphy and Leah Ward won the prize for best
business plan with their company L&L chokers. Tie-Dye TShirts won the
award for best display. The directors of this company are Jack Conway, Conor
Walsh and Joseph Betts. Minister Alan Kelly presented the prizes and praised
the students for their ingenuity and entrepreneurial spirit. He also praised
mentoring teacher Ms Martina Harrahill for encouraging the students and her
fine attention to detail.
Minister Kelly was so impressed that he arranged to visit the Coláiste the
following week to talk to Business students. The Minister spoke about how
important it is to innovate and the importance of Entrepreneurship for a strong
economy. He also explained to the students about the necessity for taxation
as well as speaking about his own role in government. The Minister praised
the Coláiste students for their many enterprises which they set up for the
school’s annual Market Day. He said that the school showed a great readiness
to embrace a culture of “getting things done”. He also said that the Coláiste
students had a great reputation for always representing their college and their
community with very high standards. He thanked Business Studies teacher
Martina Harrahill and her colleagues for inviting him to speak to the students
and said that he could already spot many business leaders of the future
amongst his audience.

COLÁISTE
MHUIRE
THURLES
GIRLS RUGBY
Pictured in the photo are the
Girls’ Tag Rugby team of Coláiste
Mhuire Co-Ed Thurles with Aidan
McNulty, a Munster Rugby Coach
Development Officer. Huge interest
has been expressed by the girls,
training has been going well under
Ms. Molumby, and forthcoming
matches are being planned!

Updates…
Freedom of Information:
Tipperary Education and Training Board is now included under the
Freedom of Information Act 2014 as and from Tuesday 14th April, 2015.
Under Administrative Access all appropriate information will be made
available to the requester having regard to privacy, confidentiality and the
public interest. As a matter of policy, the Tipperary Education and Training
Board supports an individual’s right to see what information is held about
them within its service. Generally, access to an individual’s own records
should be provided administratively (subject to exceptions).
Please visit our website www.tipperaryetb.ie for full details on
Administrative Access, Data Protection & Freedom of Information Acts.
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Newport College Meets the President at Tri-Colour
Celebrations to Receive an Irish Flag
The Thomas F. Meagher Foundation
has long been promoting pride in and
respect for the Irish flag and its meaning
for peace in our country. The Foundation
is named after Thomas Francis Meaghar
who was an Irish patriot, US army
general and Governor of Montana who
flew the first Tricolour flag back in 1848
from 33 The Mall in Waterford.
The foundation celebrates Irish culture
and endeavours to ensure that every
citizen in Ireland, and especially every
schoolchild, recognises the history and
the meaning behind the National Flag.
On March 12th this year, 1,500
secondary school students from 300
schools across Ireland gathered to
be presented with an Irish Flag from
President Michael D. Higgins.
Four lucky students represented
Newport College as part of this great

occasion and travelled along with
Principal Clodagh Kelly to receive the
flag on behalf of the school. These
students were Thomas O’Brien (second
year), Caitlin Hyde (third year), Celina

Murphy (fifth year) and Josh Curley
(sixth year). A great day, filled with
memories, was enjoyed by the students
who proudly represented their school as
active citizens of the school community.

Intercultural day at Templemore College of Further Education
Intercultural day has become a
calendar staple in the college over the
last number of years. Every year the
students work effortlessly to showcase
a culture and to bring awareness of
diversity to the college.
This year the theme for the day was
South African Culture which looked at
many aspects from dress of the Xhosa
and Zulu tribes, food, music, sport,
politics, crime in South Africa, Pilgrim’s
rest, the diamond and wine industry and
no South African day would be complete
without a tribute to Nelson Mandela.

Days like these are integral to college
life as students and tutors learn
something outside the normal realm
of the classroom and allows for
interactive learning.
Other groups in the college also got
involved and being the week of St.
Patrick’s Day; Irish culture was a feature
with tutors of the subject making us all

Students prepared stands to highlight
their findings of research and to share
with the college community.
Traditional foods of South Africa were
provided for students to sample which
include bobotie, crunchie biscuits and
South African milk tart. These culinary
delights went down a treat.
Music added to the atmosphere
which showcased the musical style
of South Africa.
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speak a little of the native tongue.
The French class in the college was very
creative and provided some culinary
delights with crêpes.
A great day all around was had by
students and staff.

Tipperary Education and Training Board

Flag Raising Ceremony at Newport
College with Guest Speaker
Minister Alan Kelly
As most of us are already aware,
‘Green-Schools’ is an international
environmental education programme
that encourages and recognises
long-term, whole-school action for
the environment. We all know the
impact our carbon footprint has on our
everyday lives, and at Newport College
we have raised the bar high locally in
ensuring we fulfil our part.
On 20th April this year, Minister for
Environment, Community & Local
Government, Alan Kelly, visited
Newport College to raise it’s fourth
green flag to date – the ‘Travel’ flag. Mr.
Kelly spoke of the school’s continued
commitment and involvement in the
Green-Schools programme since we
received our first flag in 2008.
Under the guidance of the GreenSchools Co-Ordinator at Newport
College, Ms. Burke, we have so far
managed to attain green flags for the
following – ‘Litter and waste’, ‘Energy’,
‘Water’ and ‘Travel’ - but we’re not
stopping there! Already, a fifth flag for
‘Biodiversity’ is being pursued by the
school. Biodiversity is important in

ensuring that we preserve the variety
of life our eco system has to offer – our
animal species, plant life and anything
that may help these living things
to thrive and to grow. The school
grounds already have a naturally high
level of biodiversity, with our lovely
green lawns and plant life! To support
this, we have further increased our
biodiversity, adding bird-feeders and a
bug hotel to our school yard.
To receive four green flags has
been a fantastic achievement by all
involved at Newport College. The
students’ involvement has been
most commendable, and we must
thank them for their hard work,
dedication and indeed their on-going
commitment to this great cause.
Without the students, we would not be
able to reach such heights. Newport
College’s management and staff
have played a huge role in facilitating
students’ needs, and thanks are also
extended to all of those staff who
have contributed. We have all worked
together and done ourselves proud Long may it continue!

Updates…
Code of Governance:
The new Code of Practice
for ETB’s was issued by the
Department of Education
and Skills in March 2015.
This was adopted by the
Board of TETB at its meeting
in Nenagh on 14th April. The
purpose of the new Code
is to provide a framework
for the application of best
practice in corporate
governance that should
operate within each ETB
and includes guidance
on all areas of the ETB’s
operations including the
following:
• The appointment of a Chief
Executive
• The preparation and
approval of a Service Plan
• The responsibility of the
Board to report to the
Minister
• The establishment and
operation of a Finance
Committee
• The establishment and
operation of an Audit
Committee

Pictured: Minister Alan Kelly, An Taisce’s Sean Hartigan, Fiona Bonfield, Principal Clodagh
Kelly, School Board of Management member Liam Bradley, Green-Schools Co-Ordinator Karen
Burke and Green-School Committee members

• Code of Conduct for Board
Members and Staff
• Adherence to Ethics in
Public Office legislation
A copy of the Code is
available on the Department
of Education website –
Circular Letter 0018/2015.
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Jason and his merry men swap
Cappawhite for the AVIVA

Junk Kouture
in Killenaule
Scoil Ruain students, Bradley
Lyons, Amy Kirby and Katie Tobin
made it to the regional finals of
the nationwide Fashion Design
competition, Junk Kouture, held
at UL in March. Their costume,
modelled here by Bradley, was
a suit made up of playing cards,
poker chips, dice, chess pieces and
board game pieces. Three other
TY students, Amy Maher, Hannah
O Connell and Emma Slattery
also entered the competition
with a beautiful dress made from
Christmas decorations and cards.
Well done to all six students for
their creative and hard work.

Little did Jason Kelly know that by
hinting at an interest in going to the
AVIVA stadium that he would actually
be responsible for himself and 21
other Youthreach students also going
to see Ireland and USA. Our students
were wholly entertained by a majestic
performance against one of the world’s
superpowers. This superpower, however,
is not considered a superpower in terms
of playing football or as they call it
‘soccer ball’ in the States. The U.S. did
make it to the quarter finals of the World
Cup and thus are a force to be reckoned
with. Youthreach Cappawhite made their

Mental Health
Awareness Day
Borrisokane Community College on December 12th last
held a ceremony to promote mental health awareness. This
event was organised by the Health Promoting School team
led by coordinator Ms. Elaine Dunne. Ms. Marianne Bergin,
Ms. Cait Ryan, Ms. Catriona Maher, Ms. Denise Lally and
the Principal Mr. Matthew Carr along with fourteen students
and four parents. The event was a huge success. A tree
filled with student messages on one of the Take 5 a day for
mental health was lit to open the ceremony. Students sang
throughout the ceremony and were joined by Jim Breen,
founder of the Cycle against Suicide, Seamus Hennessey,
Bressie, the ‘Heathers’ and representatives from the
Samaritans. Dr. Alanna O’ Beirne (HSE) who is working closely
with the HPS team was also a guest on the day.
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entrance to the stadium and joined in on
the familiar chants that are of the Irish
Soccer supporters. There was much
delight as local man Shane Long made
his entrance to the pitch and in the end
Ireland managed a convincing win of 4-1.
The day was marked by copious foot
long hot dogs, bugel blowing and chants
of ole ole. The day was a great success
and will live long in the memory of the
‘soccer ball’ fans from Cappawhite. We
in Youthreach Cappawhite would like to
thank John Delaney of the FAI and Anne
Bourke of Youthreach Cappawhite for
making the day possible.

Tipperary Education and Training Board

The “Junk Kouture” Challenge
The Transition year students of
Comeragh College have taken on
the “Junk Kouture” challenge. “Junk
Kouture is a national competition
for second level students where
teenagers create high-end wearable
fashion from everyday junk that would
normally find it’s way into the bin”.

confidence to be creative. Over the
last few months the students have
been collecting all sorts of rubbish,
manipulating materials, looking at
the possibilities of these, problem
solving, overcoming difficulties
and developing ideas for their final
designs.

Junk Kouture aims to inspire and
ignite passion in these teenagers
while at the same time educating
them about the importance of
recycling and reusing waste,
empowering them with the

Climate change was the initial
starting point and lead students in
many different directions. Six outfits
were created during this process
and students will never see rubbish
in the same way again.

‘Solar Corona’ by Jack Hickey and Elizabeth Moloney.

In the last few weeks our students
dressed up in their creations,
strutted their stuff around the school
and headed in the direction of the
tree park in Carrick on Suir. All
seemed to revel in the attention and
turned many heads.
Two outfits from Comeragh College
were successful in achieving a semi
final place. Over 900 entries from
schools around the island of Ireland
entered the competition.

“Moss Man” designed by Jamie Houlihan,
Jimmy Russell and Adam Nugent and modelled
by Adam.

Nenagh College
Open Evening
Nenagh College hosted its first open evening for
Principals, Deputy Principals and members of Boards
of Management and Parent Councils of the local
primary schools in November. Guest speaker Mr.
Jim Lyons, retired CEO of County Clare VEC and
author of “Schools in changing times” spoke of the
priorities of parents and students when choosing a
secondary school. Quality teaching, extra-curricular
activities, pastoral care and academic achievement
were identified as priorities by parents and students at
different stages of the child’s academic journey.

Photo: Ms Fionuala McGeever, CE TETB with Mr Damien
Kennedy, Principal, and Mr. Jim Lyons, retired CEO Clare VEC.
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New library for Coláiste Phobal Roscré

Mr. O’Brien (Principal), Ms. McEvoy (Student Council Co-ordinator), Mr. John Hogan (Chairperson
of Coláiste Phobal Board of Management and Chairman of ETB), Evan Hassett (Chairperson
of Student Council), Mr. John Murphy (Coláiste Librarian) and Ms. Fionnuala McGeever (CE of
Tipperary ETB).

March 27th 2015 will enter into the
annals of Coláiste PhobalRos Cré
as an important date. The school
was proud to invite distinguished
guests, friends of the school and
members of the school community
to unveil a beautiful bespoke library.
The library is the brainchild of
teaching staff and students alike
whose partnership on this project
was fundamental to its completion.
Of course this project needed vital
funding which was secured through
the generosity of the Parent’s Council,
Board of Management as well as
various school fundraising initiatives
such as non-uniform day and bag
packing. Books were purchased
especially to enlighten young minds
and imaginations but an extensive
collection has been donated by local
people and friends of the school such
as George Cunningham, Liam Doran
& Mary Arrigan. Finally the guidance
of the English & Maths departments
allowed National directives on Literacy
and Numeracy to come alive in the
most serene of places.

Coláiste Phobal Student Council with Parent Association Representatives and Ms. Mc Evoy,
Student Council Co-ordinator.

Transition Year Enterprise at Comeragh College, Carrick-on-Suir
The Transition Year Enterprise program has proved to be
a great success in the school. The enterprise pictured here
is KHP Enterprise. The 3 boys source, chop and package
firewood for sale in the locality. They are representing
the school in the regional finals of the NFTE Enterprise
programme and we wish them the very best of luck!
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Reading Room
Opens at
Newport College

Newport College Wows at National
Student Enterprise Awards 2015!
College has scooped second prize at
the National Enterprise Awards 2015
for the Senior Special Merit category.
Under the guidance of Business
Studies teacher Miss. Sullivan and
Construction Studies teacher Mr.
Purcell, fifth year students Martin
Carey, Andrew Ryan and Kieran
Ryan wowed judges with their woodturning company “MAK Design”. The
proud group was distinguished for
its environmentally friendly products,
using wood from fallen trees during
recent storms to turn wonderful bowls
and beautiful candle-holders.

Students at Newport College have
always had a keen interest in reading,
both for education and leisure, so
when it was revealed at the start of
the school year that we were to have
our own exclusive reading room, our
students were very excited!
The Reading Room opened just
before Christmas, when a huge range
of books were introduced for students
of all interests. Students have so far
found the reading room a fantastic
resource, and many now have library
cards so that they can take out books
on loan. This is useful for school
assignments but many students also
use this for their own leisure.
The reading room is open each day
and is available to all students. There
is lots of space and comfort to sit
down and relax. Students now have a
beautiful new space to go and relax at
lunch-time

Each year, students all around Ireland
get the chance to see what life is like
as a boss, setting up and running their
very own student businesses, and
selling their wonderful products to a
very impressed public - often with a
nice profit to reward their efforts!
Newport College students have
revealed a wealth of innovative ideas
at the awards, with products and
smart sales pitches that have truly
impressed judges. In fact, Newport

Other companies who shared
their ingenious ideas included
“Purple Cloud” who take a regular
pair of shoes and transform them
into sparkly, glitzy wonders fit for
Cinderella. Another group, “Rainbow
Sparkles”, made delicious gluten-free
cookies and “Pop-a-Choc” made
very tempting cakes and chocolate
brownies. Several other companies
from Newport College were also
involved, showing equally great levels
of inventiveness! Congratulations and
well done to all involved!

Rugby Sevens Tournament
On the fourth of March 2015, Newport College went to
Nenagh to take part in a rugby sevens tournament. Nine
schools took part from Tipperary ETB, with Bernard Healy the
first to place Newport College on the score board.
The Newport College team comprised of Micheál Burns,
Paul Hogan, Dean Foley, Brandon Toomey, Darragh Murphy,
Bernard Healy and Kieran Coughlan, who showed great
determination throughout the game. Newport College’s James
Williams travelled as team coach ensuring the boys were well
prepared and gave their all.
With one win, one loss and one draw, Newport College qualified for the third and fourth place play-off, which
they won in some style, all in all resulting in the team having a great day out!
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Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures and the National Youth Strategy
Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: The National
Policy Framework for Children and Young
People, 2014-2020, was launched in April
2014. This whole-of -government overarching
policy framework is based on a clear vision for
children and young people, aged 0 – 24 years in
Ireland. It captures all children and youth policy
commitments across government departments
in relation to five national outcomes;
1. Active and healthy, physical and mental well-being.
2. Achieving full potential in all areas of learning and
development.
3. Safe and protected from harm.
4. Economic security and opportunity.
5. Connected, respected and contributing to their world.
The National Youth Strategy is one of three whole-ofGovernment strategies developed under BOBF, the
overarching National Policy Framework, along with a National
Early Years Strategy and a National Strategy on Children and
Young People’s Participation in Decision-Making.

The Strategy approach to achieving these youth-specific
commitments includes strengthening mechanisms for
coordination and collaboration across Government
departments, State agencies, the youth sector, providers
of services, and other sectors. This approach requires that
policies, programmes, services and supports for young people
are coordinated in a way that meets the needs of each young
person to the highest degree possible.
The Strategy sets out the socio-economic context and
articulates the vision and the principles underpinning that
vision. It identifies youth specific priorities in relation to the five
national outcomes and highlights ‘youth’ as a distinctive phase
in the life course, as a transition from childhood to adulthood.
The Strategy will clarify how Government can deliver on the
priorities coherently and collaboratively with its key partners
and will link Irish youth policy with national and EU policy. The
Strategy will also consider the findings and recommendations
of the recent Value for Money and Policy Review of youth
programmes that target disadvantaged young people, focusing
in particular on what works best for young people who are
‘at risk’ or vulnerable to drugs or alcohol misuse, crime,
homelessness or educational disadvantage. A clear timetable
for action with targets, measures and indicators in relation
to the priorities will be established. It is anticipated that the
Strategy will be published by May 2015.

Updates…
New Boards of Management:
As per the Education and Training
Board Act 2013 Part 5 44 an
Education and Training Board may
establish committees to perform
such one or more of it’s functions
as, in its opinion, could be better or
more conveniently performed by a
committee, and may determine the
terms of reference and regulate the
procedure of any such committee.
A committee established under
this subsection shall consist of not
more than 12 members and may
consist partly of members who are
not members of the Education and
Training Board concerned.
The Minister has directed, by
correspondence to the Chairperson
of TETB Cllr. John Hogan, the term
of office of Boards of Management
of schools operated by the ETB
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shall be extended to a date not later
than the 31 March 2015.
TETB at its meeting on the 9th
February 2015 considered the
formation of new boards of
management and nominated
representatives to boards of
schools. It was the decision of the
TETB to extend the term of office
of the Boards of Management of
centres to June 2015.
Management were instructed to
commence the process of filling
the boards of management by
appointing two representatives
(one male and one female) from the
Parents and Staff of the school.
Having the Core board (two/
three ETB members, two parents’
representatives and two staff
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representatives) established, a
meeting of the core board was
to be scheduled to consider
the appointment of community
representatives. This meeting
is scheduled by the Principal
with the core board members
where the Principal will bring
the names of representatives of
relevant partnerships and inclusive
representation to support the
educational remit of the school.
Representatives may be nominated
from primary schools within the
school’s catchment area, or from
local associations/organisations,
or from students over the age of
18 years who are currently enrolled
in the school. The persons so
nominated are hereinafter referred
to as “the Board’s Nominees”.
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Official opening of Comeragh College School Bank
The official opening of the
Comeragh College School Bank
took place on Thursday 12th
March 2015. The school bank
is in it’s 3rd year in Comeragh
College and has proved to be
a very successful partnership
with the local Bank of Ireland.
Donnacha Fahy the current
bank manager of BOI Carrick On
Suir attended the opening and
brought with him the Tipperary
All Ireland winning captain
Eoin Kelly. This brought great
excitement to the event and even
the students from Waterford and
Kilkenny were queuing up to
meet him!
The bank is run by Transition Year students Jack Hickey (Manager), Elizabeth Moloney (Customer
Service), Kelly Gough (Finance), James Kirby (Sales Representative), Jamie Power (Sales
Representative) and Killian Cloona (Marketing).

Scoil Ruáin Students visit Krakow
Scoil Ruáin students set off for Krakow, Poland in
the early hours of the 12th April accompanied by
their teachers, Ms Bridget O Neill, Mr Paul O Dwyer
and Ms Siobhan Landers. The students had a very
busy itinerary which included a guided tour of the
city of Krakow, a visit to the Wieliczka Salt Mines, the
Kazimierz Jewish Quarter and the Oskar Schindler
factory which houses a fantastic display of the history
of Krakow under the Nazi occupation. The highlight of
the tour was a meeting with a Holocaust survivor at
the Galicia Jewish Museum followed by a visit of the
Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp. It wasn’t all work
however as the students enjoyed evening recreational
activities including an evening at the Wodny Water Park
which is the biggest indoor pool complex in Poland.
A little retail therapy at the huge Krakowska Shopping
Centre topped off what was a most enjoyable and
educational trip for all.
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Scoil Ruáin Ladies Footballers are Munster Champions
On the day of the final, the
tone was set by a rousing and
emotional speech from our
captains, Emma and Sophie.
The girls will be missed next
year having played football
since day one in first year.
They have participated in three
Munster finals, losing one and
winning two, their leadership and
experience has been crucial for
the panel this year. Scoil Ruáin
dominated the first half, with
good performances from the full
and half back lines. However,
as was expected Blarney came
at us with everything they
had in the second half and
scored two goals, making it a
two point game. This meant
the momentum was with the
opposition and as the game went
on tired legs meant the leaders
on the field had to step up. This
all made for a nail biting finish,
with everyone behind the ball
desperately fighting to keep
Blarney out. At the final whistle,
there were jubilant scenes with a
final score 3-7 to 2-7.

Team: Chloe Griffin, Niamh, Shanahan, Meibh Maher, Lisa Norton, Lauren Dowling, Emma Walsh,
Grainne Horan, Jessica McCarthy, Caoimhe McMenamin, Lorraine Williams, Nicole Shelly, Sophie
Meehan, Nicola Thompson, Becky Kenny, Gemma Dunne. Subs: Shannon Thompson, Sophie Ryan,
Jessica Dowling. Panel: Katie O’Flynn, Aoife Sheehan, Anna Slattery, Shauna Kennedy, Louise
Fallon, Orlaith O’Hanlon, Megan McCarthy, Amy Kirby, Michaela Maloney, Ciara Connelly, Amy
Brophy, Eimear Lannigan.

Updates…
New Boards of Management:
Quorum for Meeting
The quorum for a Board of Management meeting is 4.
Training for Boards of Management
Education and Training Board Ireland having completed a review on Boards of Management and
have organised a schedule of training where they will train a number of trainers who will in turn
provide training and support to each individual board in their ETB.
Tipperary ETB has nominated the following to complete this training commencing in May; Ms Mary
Finnegan Burke, Principal; Mr. Damien Kennedy, Principal; Ms Eileen Condon, Acting Education
Officer and Ms. Bernie Harty, Corporate Governance.
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Top Award for Scoil Ruáin Science Student
Joe Mee won second prize in the
Social and Behavioural Sciences
Junior Individual Group at the BT
Young Scientist exhibition. He
submitted an investigation into the
school experiences of postprimary
school students with dyslexia and
post-primary school teachers’
understanding of the condition.
Joe was also honoured with an
award from the National Council
for Special Education for his work
on the subject. Joe decided to do
this project on dyslexia as he is
dyslexic himself and wanted to find
out how much teachers understood
about his condition and if there were
other young people who shared
his challenges and struggles. Joe
was delighted that his hard work
resulted in winning this prestigious
award and he hopes his project will
benefit students with dyslexia as the

condition is often
over looked as a
minor condition. Joe
explained “I decided
to do the project as
I am dyslexic and
was curious to find
out if other students
have many of the
same experiences
as me and how
much knowledge
teachers have of
dyslexia . My survey
consists of 12+
student interviews, 12+ student
questionnaires and 70+ teachers
questionnaires. The interviews with
students and the questionnaires
for students were collected from 3
schools in Tipperary. The teacher
questionnaire was sent out to
6 different schools.” Joe said “I

would like to thank all the students,
teachers and schools who were very
hospitable and helpful and enabled
me to do my research. I would also
like to thank the teachers in Scoil
Ruáin, in particular Ms O’Neill,
whose brilliant help and support
made my research possible.”

CSI Coláiste Phobal Roscré
The Security and Criminology
students made a visit to Nenagh
Courthouse recently, where they
were given a presentation on
the history and function of the
Courthouse. The learners also
attended a session of the District
Court and visited the Family Law,
Circuit and Children’s court areas
also. The students were provided
with a tour which incorporated
visiting the holding cells, the
underground passageways and
inspecting a Courts Service transit
vehicle for prisoners. The learners
also undertook a workshop recently
on drugs and alcohol with the
former Tipperary hurler, John Leahy
who is an addiction counsellor.
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Skills for Work
Tipperary ETB is delighted to be
one of three partners rolling out four
Information Technology courses
across the county. Twenty-nine
County Council staff are accessing
the courses held in Roscrea, Nenagh,
Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir.
These courses are the result of the
cooperative efforts by Tipperary ETB,
Tipperary County Council and Skills
for Work (SFW).

In the past, North and South
Tipperary VECs worked
independently with the respective
County Councils to organise training
for outdoor staff. This year, in line
with the amalgamation of VECs and
County Councils we want to ensure
that all outdoor staff are afforded
the same opportunities and have
the same experience of training.
With this in mind, during December
of last year, Mary Roche Cleary,
Adult Literacy Organiser Tipperary
ETB, met with her ETB colleagues
Geraldine O’Brien, Brian Donnelly
and Lavinia English, the partnership
facilitators from Tipperary County
Council Walter Doheny and Brian
Dunne and coordinators from SFW,
Mary Hennessy and Marian O’Reilly.
The aim of that meeting was to put
in place a strategy and timeline for
advertising the courses, recruitment,
meeting candidates and setting up
programmes.
County Council management
have been very supportive of the
initiative from the start and depot
visits to promote the courses were
set up around the county during
January. Thereafter, interested
staff were invited to attend one to
one meetings with either Lavinia or
Brian, to register and to discuss their
individual needs. We anticipated
enough interest to organise two
groups in the county but the interest
far exceeded our expectations and
we ended up with double that.
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Starting in early March, the
courses will run for three hours
per week for twelve weeks. For
the first 6 weeks participants
will get time off from work to
attend and for the remaining
six weeks, participants will get
half an hour off from work and
attend the other two and a half
hours on their own time. The
latter arrangement is to ensure
that depots won’t be left short
of staff when the busy road
works programme begins.
The content of the courses,
while broadly the same, varies
from group to group as good
practice in adult education
begins with the needs and
interests of students. Many of
us left school before IT was ever
a part of life and now we are
living in a world where it’s almost
impossible to tax the car, book
a holiday, check bank details or
sell something without having
to go online. Becoming familiar
with technology also means that
changes at work involving using
computers and new technologies
are less daunting.
Most people on the four courses
want to focus on emailing and
Internet while others want to work
on such things as the appropriate
use of language in a presentation or
the more formal language used in
an email. Buying and selling online,
along with Internet safety are two
other areas that people want to
know about. Whatever it is people
want to learn, these courses improve
confidence in the area of IT and they
are delivered in an enjoyable way.
The Adult Learning Scheme tutors
are trained to work with adults in a
supportive environment and they go
the extra mile to make the courses
relaxed, fun and informative.
Funding for the programme is
provided by the Department of
Education and Skills through Skills
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for Work. Skills for Work is a national
programme which was set up to
provide training and upskilling for
people who are working full time,
part time or who are self-employed.
It funds courses throughout the
country on subjects such as maths
and numeracy, communications, IT,
online herd registration for farmers
and IT for Vintners. In February of
this year Skills for Work was awarded
the overall AONTAS STAR award
at a ceremony in Dublin. The award
is in recognition of the outstanding
contribution this project has made
to adult learning in Ireland. Skills for
Work regional coordinators Mary
Hennessy and Marian O’Reilly are
delighted to be associated with
staff and learners in Tipperary
County Council and are delighted to
work with ETBs across the region
to deliver a variety of workplace
programmes.
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SNOOKER NEWS
Coláiste Chluain Meala 6 Red Championships 2014
Coláiste Chluain Meala got their 2nd 6 Red Snooker
Championship under way at the Ivy Rooms on Wednesday
22nd October 2014. Thirty Seven boys battled it out on the
green baize at the Ivy Rooms for the coveted title. The standard
of play from all these young budding snooker players was
very good and they did their School proud. Shane Landers the
current U/16 National School Champion and Stars Academy
Ireland Scholarship Student was in fine form and had little
difficulty getting through to the final. In the other half of the
draw, Adrian Regan another Stars Academy Ireland Scholarship
Student from Coláiste Chluain Meala played great snooker to
reach the final against Shane. The final itself was a very close
affair, with both players having their chances. However it all
came down to a pink ball that was kept in play for a good while
until Shane got his chance to pot for game and match to take
the title for the School. Congratulations to Shane on his win
and to Adrian on a great performance.

Shane Landers, Adrian Regan

Laura Regan, another scholarship student from Coláiste
Chluain Meala is fast improving on the ladies circuit and met
Sadie Kirwin, Coláiste Chluain Meala in the final. Sadie is
starting out on the circuit and has talent and good technique.
Laura took the 1st ladies title for the School. Congratulations to
Laura on her win and to Sadie on her performance on the day.
The Snooker players in the school are members of Stars
Academy Ireland, which is run by head snooker coach, Dan
Carroll. He has been promoting the sport through the schools
and colleges throughout Ireland to ensure that snooker will be
experienced by a greater audience. Thanks to Dan, for taking
Coláiste Chluain Meala on board with this exciting endeavour.

Sadie Kirwin, Laura Regan

Three all Irelands await Coláiste Dún Iascaigh sporting stars
At the time of going to press, Coláiste
Dún Iascaigh are anxiously waiting to
play in three All Ireland Finals.
First up are the Girls’ Senior Gaelic
Football team. These girls have tasted
success at All Ireland junior level
and face Glenamaddy in the A senior
final. The girls are already Munster
champions having beaten Scoil
Mhuire, Carrick on Suir in an all Tipperary Munster final.
The boys’ soccer team have also already tasted success this season
when winning the Munster Final at minor level already.
This was a huge year for the Coláiste’s basketball teams. They won
through to the All-Ireland stage at both under 16s and second year level.
In the Second Year final the Coláiste boys faced fierce rivals CTI,
Clonmel. This was a great match. Coláiste Dun Iascaigh eventually ran
out winners by 23 points to 17.
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Updates…
New Circulars:
Circular Letter

Circular Letter Title

0001/2015

Combined Post-Graduate Diploma Programme of Continuing Professional Development for Teachers
involved in Learning Support and Special Education – 2015/2016

0002/2015

Graduate Certificate in the Education of Students with Autistic Spectrum Disorders (ASDs) for teachers
working with Students with ASDs in Special Schools, Special Classes or as Resource Teachers in
mainstream Primary and Post-Primary Schools – 2015/2016

0003/2015

Post-Graduate Certificate/Diploma Programme of Continuing Professional Development for Teachers
working with Students with Special Educational Needs (Autistic Spectrum Disorders)

0004/2015

Work Stoppage by ASTI and TUI Members – 22 January 2015

0007/2015

Prescribed Material for the Leaving Certificate English Examination in 2017.

0008/2015

Teacher Fee Refund Scheme 2014

0013/2015

Further Extension to the ‘Grace Period’ for Superannuation Benefits in respect of Special Needs
Assistants.

0014/2015

Further Extension to the ‘Grace Period’ for Superannuation Benefits in respect of Teachers

0015/2015

Revised Payment Mechanism for Casual and Non-Casual Teachers with effect from the Commencement
of the 2015/16 School Year - Cessation of “Rolled-up Holiday Pay”

0016/2015

Prescribed Material for the Junior Certificate Examination in 2017 and Leaving Certificate Examination
2017

0018/2015

Code of practice for the governance of Education and Training Boards (ETBs)

0020/2015

ESF Aided Operations - ETB/VEC Sector – Pay and Non Pay 2014 - BTEI (Part time options) & Youthreach
Information Booklet and Instructions for Beneficiaries

0023/2015

Implementation of the Recommendations of the Expert Group on Fixed-Term and
Part-Time Employment in Primary and Second Level Education in Ireland (Primary)

0024/2015

Implementation of the Recommendations of the Expert Group on Fixed-Term and
Part-Time Employment in Primary and Second Level Education in Ireland (Post Primary)

Top Gear all the way
A group of six Idirbhliain students,
known as “Surge Racing”, from
Gaelcholáste Chéitinn, Clonmel
qualified last week in UL for the National
Finals. They have been working on
the F1 in Schools competition since
September 2014. This is the second
time in three years that Gaelcholáiste
Chéitinn has had a team in the final.

team gave a presentation to
a panel of judges explaining
their journey through the F1 in
Schools competition. The team
competed against teams across
Munster. Surge Racing’s car
raced down the F1 track with
the fastest time of the day, 20
metres in 1.082 seconds.

F1 in schools is an international
competition for students (aged 9 to 19),
in which a team of 3-6 students have to
design and manufacture a miniature F1
car using CAD/CAM design tools.

The Surge Racing team
consists of six members, each
with a specific role: Seanán
Caomhánach (Team Manager),
Clár de Paoir (Marketing and
Communications Manager),
Sophie Ní Riain (Graphic
Designer), Martha Ní Ghibne
(Resource Manager), Seathrúin van
Dam and Cáit de Noiréis (Design
Engineers).

To compete successfully, the Surge
Racing team also had to produce a 20
page design portfolio as well as a pit
display. The design portfolio contained
comprehensive information about the
team, technicalities of the car design
and manufacturing process, marketing
techniques, project management,
team work and team identity. The
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To achieve a place on the Gaelcholáiste
team students had to demonstrate
resourcefulness, creativity,
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communication, self-motivation and
determination. They had to be prepared
to commit to the project for six months.
The F1 competition is experiential in
that the students were engaged in a real
life project, carrying out their roles on a
real life basis.
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The Ladies Reign supreme in St. Ailbe’s
Munster Junior Football Champions:
The Junior Girls of St. Ailbe’s had a fantastic
win in the Munster championship on the 26th
of March 2015. After 5 games the team faced
strong opposition from Cobh and playing with
a strong gale St. Ailbe’s only lead by 2 points
at half time. The second half saw our team rise
to the challenge and lead by 7 points mid-way
through the half. The last 10 minutes saw the
girls of Cobh push hard but St. Ailbe’s won out
on a score of 4 goals and 4 points to 2 goals
and 3 points.
In total the team had to play 5 games to win this
championship and the win is just rewards for
all the hard work the team put into training both
during and after school.
Munster Senior Girls Champions:
Our Senior Footballers were also successful in
Munster when they beat Kilfinnan in the Senior
Final on a wet and windy day in Ballylanders.
A very young team lead by county minor Laura
Peters ran out winners by 1 point in great battle
of wills. This was just reward as last year we
were defeated in the final by CTI Clonmel.

Young Entrepreneurs Showcase Their Talent
Tom Williams and Dane Fogarty both
Leaving Certificate Applied Year 1 students
in St. Josephs School, Ferryhouse, Clonmel,
on 24th March won the Foróige regional
entrepreneurship competition in the Thurles
Chamber of Enterprise Centre.
Tom and Dane developed their own
company called ‘Tom and Dane’s Kitchen’.
They produce homemade savoury jams,
sauces, pickles and chutney. Both students
are industrious and inventive.
Tom and Dane will now represent Tipperary
at the NFTE National Finals to be held in the
Mansion House on 11th May, 2015.
The successful project will go on
to represent Ireland in the European
Competition.

Tom and Dane are pictured with (L to R): Mr. Eric O’Brien, Area Manager, Foróige,
Mr. John Kennedy, Manager Thurles Chamber Enterprise Centre and Ms. Lisa Kavanagh,
Youth Officer, Tipperary ETB.

We wish Tom and Dane every good luck and
success in the National Finals.
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Historic Walk of Thurles by Coláiste
Mhuire Co-Ed Students

St. Ailbe’s TY
Enterprise
Our TY mini companies attended the
County Finals and came away with 3
prizes. Our students displayed their
entrepreneurship skills by producing
products ranging from walking sticks
to make up accessories. Team work,
analytical and communication skills
are central to this project and valuable
lessons were learnt by all during this
process.

Our Transition Year students undertook an historic walk of Thurles. This planned
walk by Ms. Cahill was part of our TY students module on Cultural studies.
Feedback from all involved, especially our non-national students from such
far flung places as Spain, France, Austria,Italy, and Germany was that they
thoroughly enjoyed this walk and found it to be most informative and interesting,
in developing a sense of place, through the numerous historic buildings, plaques
on walls by Thurles Historic Association, and logainmneacha (placenames).

Cappawhite’s Fair City
Headquarters of Ireland’s media hub was invaded by
Youthreach Cappawhite LCA second year class who took
control of the Montrose airwaves. The students were brought
around the studios, dressing rooms and radio stations on
a tour of RTE. The students had an opportunity to sit in the
six one news studio and announce to the nation the coming
of the Cappa Cruisers, needless to say it didn’t go live. We
were then brought around to the different studio sets and
the Fair City village to see the locations used for the series.
Overall the tour was very informative and gave a great
insight into the mechanics and work that lies behind any live
broadcast, the students also got to see the studio and the
technical teams preparing for a live TV chat show.
Meanwhile at the other side of the city, the LCA first year
students were literally going underground in a visit to St.
Michans church. Underneath the church are five long
burial vaults containing the mummified remains of many
of Dublin’s most influential 17th, 18th and 19th century
families, including the legendary Shears brothers and
the highly decorated coffins of the Earl’s of Leitrim. Our
students hesitated to descend into the vault steps to see
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the mummies where Bram Stoker, creator of the “Dracula”
stories is believed to have visited the vaults in the company
of his family. Fearless in the end, the Cappa bravehearts
went into the vaults and shook hands with mummified
remains of a crusader which were not captured by camera
as photography is prohibited in the vaults. A great day had
by all.
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Coláiste Dún Iascaigh students Highly Commended
at Young Scientist Award
Three students from Coláiste Dún Iascaigh, Cahir took part
in the 51st BT Young Scientist and Technologist of the Year
Exhibition in RDS, Dublin on the 7th -10th of January 2015.
Shauna Burke, Brian O’ Connor and Gerard Walshe presented
a project called “Seed to Feed in 7 days” which aimed to find
a cheaper, more nutritious alternative to conventional feed for
farm animals. As young people interested in agriculture, they
wanted to find ways to make farming a more viable career in
the future. They were widely praised by the judges and public
for their project and were awarded a “Highly Commended”
rosette for their work. Mentor and Science teacher Stephanie
Hassett explained how many hard hours were spent not
only going through the experiments and processes but also
preparing reports, charts and display material. Principal Mary
Finnegan-Burke said that the Coláiste was very proud of the
students, their teacher and their remarkable achievement. This
is the second year in a row that the Coláiste has reached the
Young Scientist finals.

Sports Achievements in Borrisokane
Futsal: The 1st Year boys Futsal squad
accompanied by Ms. Cunningham
and TY students Danny Maguire and
Jack Dunne travelled to the dome in
Thurles in November to participate in
the county Futsal championships. The
boys qualified to represent Tipperary
in the Munster Finals. They played
extremely well but failed to progress to
the All-Ireland Finals.

St. Ailbe’s Make a Book
Our 1st and 2nd year students headed
to Cork to take part in the JCSP make
a book exhibition. Our students wrote
and designed their own individual
books as part of our literacy program
in the school. An enjoyable day was
had by all.

Soccer: U17 boys Soccer squad
pictured after being presented with
tops by Mr. Carr and Ms.Cunningham
prior to their Munster Final. They
played Carrick CBS on Friday April
17th. They are a highly talented and
skilful team of players that are the
deserved Champions of Munster.
Senior Camogie: The senior
camogie team had great success
this year in Borrisokane Community
College. Their success started with
winning the Munster league final by
defeating Cashel Community School
in December. This was topped off
with winning the Tipperary Senior ‘B’
school’s blitz in February. Well done to
all the girls involved.
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TIPPERARY ETB TALENT SEARCH FINALS 2014/15
Tipperary Education and Training Board was formed in
July 2013 following the amalgamation of North Tipperary
and South Tipperary VECs. Following the formation of the
county wide education and training statutory body, it was
decided to form a Sport and Cultural Council in January
2014. The Council comprised of Mr. Gerry McGill (Scoil
Ruain, Killenaule); Ms. Brigid Harmon (Newport College);
Mr. PJ O’Connell (Coláiste Mhuire, Thurles) and Mr. John
McCarthy (Coláiste Dún Iascaigh, Cahir). The aim was to
organise competitions between the Tipperary ETB schools
to give them the platform to display their talents and create
their own identity.
So far in 2014, competitions have been held in TETB
Schools listed below in Hurling, Football, Ladies Football,
Camogie, Soccer, Table Quiz, Creative Writing, Basketball
but it is the Talent Search competition that has really
captured the imagination of the entire county:
• Borrisokane Community College, Borrisokane
• Coláiste Chluain Meala, Clonmel; CTI Clonmel &
Gaelcholáiste Chéitinn, Clonmel
• Coláiste Dún Iascaigh, Cahir
• Coláiste Mhuire,Thurles
• Coláiste Phobal Ros Cré,Roscrea
• Comeragh College, Carrick-on-Suir
• Nenagh College, Nenagh
• Newport College, Newport
• Scoil Ruain, Killenaule
• St. Ailbe’s School, Tipperary Town
• St. Joseph’s Special School, Ferryhouse
• Templemore College of Further Education
The Talent Search Competition was launched in the
Schools in October 2014. This competition is very much in
its infancy, this being the very first year of the competition
and TETB schools were invited to enter acts under two
categories: Junior involving students from First to Third
Year and Senior involving students from Transition Year to
PLC. The semi-finals took place in December 2014, North
Tipperary held their semi-final on the 4th of December and
South Tipperary held theirs on the 11th of December. The
idea being that there would be equal representation from
both North and South Tipperary in the finals.
The Talent Search Junior and Senior finals were held on the
evening of Wednesday 21st January, 2015 in Coláiste Dún
Iascaigh, Cahir. Six acts from the various schools qualified
for each final, they were as follows:
Junior Final Acts:
Siobhan Phelan, Irish Dancer from Nenagh College;
Leah Murphy from Coláiste Dún Iascaigh Cahir sang I Am
Yours by Ella Henderson;
A Contemporary Irish Dance Act from Borrisokane
Community College;
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Cáit & Madhbh de Barra from Gaelcholáiste Cheitínn,
Clonmel performed I Miss You by Blink 182;
Ava Lawrence, Irish Dancer from Scoil Ruáin, Killenaule;
Orla Cleary from Coláiste Phobal, Roscrea played a medley
of songs on the tin whistle.
Senior Final Acts:
“Up the Road”, Musical Group from St. Ailbe’s, Tipperary
Town performed “Roll Away Your Stone”;
Musical Chorus from Coláiste Dún Iascaigh, Cahir sang
“At The End of the Day” from Les Miserables;
Eoin Hobbs from Coláiste Phobal, Roscrea played a
medley of songs on the Piano;
Leah Rooney from Nenagh College sang Clown by
Emile Sande;
Louise Ryan from Borrisokane Community College played
a medley of songs on the Piano;
Jessica Brett from Scoil Ruáin, Killenaule performed
You Found Me by The Fray
An array of talent was displayed in the areas of Irish
dance, solo singing, piano playing, tin whistle playing,
music groups – singing and playing musical instruments,
the talent was phenomenal which left the four judges
with a very difficult job to adjudicate and decide on who
would be placed 1st, 2nd and 3rd in each category. The
four judges tasked with the decision making were Jean
Downey (Irish Academy of Music and Dance, University
of Limerick); Johnny B (Johnny B and the Boogie Men);
John Bermingham (Local Musician and Proprietor of
Crocanoir) and Michael O’Donoghue (Vice President and
Director). The performers were marked under the following
headings: Style & Interpretation, Stage Presence, Audience
Interaction, Creativity, Timing and Overall Performance.
The following were announced winners on the night by the
Master of Ceremonies for the evening Mr. Liam Molumby.
Junior Winners:
1st: Ava Lawrence, Irish Dancer from Scoil Ruáin, Killenaule;
2nd: Orla Cleary, tin whistle player from Coláiste Phobal,
Roscrea.
3rd: Leah Murphy, Solo Singer from Coláiste Dún Iascaigh
Cahir;
Senior Winners:
1st: Eoin Hobbs, Piano Player from Coláiste Phobal,
Roscrea;
2nd: Les Miserables Musical Chorus from Coláiste Dún
Iascaigh, Cahir;
3rd: Up the Road, Musical Group from St. Ailbe’s, Tipperary
Town;
Presentations were made to the winners by the Tipperary ETB
Chief Executive Ms Fionuala McGeever and the Tipperary ETB
Chairperson Cllr. John Hogan.

Tipperary Education and Training Board

Congratulations to all of the performers who participated in
the Tipperary ETB Talent Search Competition for 2014/15.
Thank you to those who attended and supported the evening
including Tipperary ETB members, staff from Tipperary
ETB Schools and Offices and friends and families of the
performers. Thank you to everyone who was involved in
arranging this wonderful competition and making it a huge
success under the guidance and leadership of the Chair of the
Sports and Cultural Council Mr. Gerry McGill.

Photo Credit:
Donal Designs Photography
Contact: Donal O Brien (086-8427932)
(donalobri@hotmail.com)
Please email social@tipperaryetb.ie with your Name and
Contact Number if you wish to purchase prints of any of
these photographs.

Junior 1st: Ava Lawrence

Senior 1st: Eoin Hobbs

Junior 2nd: Orla Cleary

Senior 2nd: Les Miserables Musical Chorus from Coláiste Dún
Iascaigh, Cahir

Junior 3rd: Leah Murphy

Senior 3rd: Up the Road, Musical Group from St. Ailbe’s,
Tipperary Town
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Bord Oideachais agus
Oiliúna Thiobraid Árann
Tipperary Education and
Training Board

TIPPERARY EDUCATION AND TRAINING BOARD IS A STATUTORY BODY WHICH
PROVIDES A QUALITY EDUCATION AND TRAINING SERVICE TO
THE PEOPLE OF TIPPERARY THROUGH THE FOLLOWING SERVICES:

> 12 Post Primary Schools
> Post Leaving Certificate (PLC)
Colleges

>
>
>
>
>

> Adult Guidance in Education Service
> Vocational Training Opportunities
Scheme (VTOS)

Youth Services
Adult Education Service
Adult Literacy Service
Back to Education Initiative
Community Education

> Youthreach & Youthreach
Progression

> Further Education Support
> Corporate Services to education
providers

For further information on the services we provide, please visit our website:
www.tipperaryetb.ie or contact us at the details below

Administrative Offices,
Church Road,
Nenagh,
Co. Tipperary.
Tel: 067-31250
Fax: 067-32273
E: nenagh@tipperaryetb.ie
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Administrative Offices,
Western Road,
Clonmel,
Co. Tipperary.
Tel: 052-6121067
Fax: 052-6125951
E: clonmel@tipperaryetb.ie

