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Adult Education awards night in Nenagh
An Adult Education Awards Night was 
held in the Abbey Court Hotel Nenagh 
on Monday 17th of November for the 
students who attend adult education 
programmes with Tipperary Education 
and Training Board (ETB). 

Attending the ceremony were 
Councillor John Hogan, newly 
elected Chair of Tipperary Education 
and Training Board. Ms. Fionuala 
Mc Geever, Chief Executive of 
Tipperary ETB. Members of the board 
who attended included Cllr Fiona 
Bonfield,Cllr Mary Hanna Hourigan 
Mr. Joe Murphy, Ms. Anna Touhy 
Halligan, and Mr. Liam Ahearn. Ms. 
Eileen Condon Education Officer and 
Ms. Antoinette Coffey Adult Education 
officer were also in attendance. 

Many thanks to Mary Hennessy and 
Marian O’Reilly Regional Skills for Work 
coordinators for attending on the night. 
Skills for Work is a national programme 
aimed at providing training opportunities 
to help employees deal with the basic 
skills demands of the workplace. 

Councillor John Hogan Chair of Tipperary 
ETB opened proceedings and welcomed 
all the students and their families. He 
also congratulated and acknowledged 
the commitment of students who were 
receiving awards. Support by family 

and friends also contributed to the 
achievement of students.

Fionuala Mc Geever Chief Executive 
was also fulsome in her praise of 
student achievements. She went on to 
give detail of the recent amalgamation 
of the two VECs. The recently formed 
Education and Training Board is for the 
entire county of Tipperary. She also 
outlined the role that SOLAS will play 
in the future in Adult Education.

The value and currency of the FETAC 
awards and where they sat on the 
National Framework of Qualifications 
was addressed by Eileen Condon 
Education Officer. She referred to the 
Quality Assurance Process that has to 

be gone through in order to receive an 
award. She also praised students and 
tutors for their commitment.

Awards in Computers, Horticulture, 
Maths, General Learning, 
Communications English language, 
Palliative Care and Community 
Addiction Studies to name a few 
were handed out. There were 264 
certificates awarded at FETAC/QQI 
Levels 2 to 5.

Antoinette Coffey wrapped up the 
evening by once again congratulating 
all on their achievements. She also 
thanked all who worked to make 
the evening possible. Tipperary ETB 
congratulate all the recipients.

Thursday 23rd October was a day of 
great celebration in Comeragh College, as 
the school community came together to 
honour the achievements of the current 
5th Year and TY students who achieved 
As at Higher Level in the Junior Certificate 
State Exams across a broad range of 
subjects, the results of which came to 
schools in mid September. Students, 
staff and parents of the award winners 
were present at the ceremony, which was 
opened by motivational speaker Gerry 
Duffy. As a man who ran 32 marathons in 
32 days Mr. Duffy certainly gave everyone 
plenty of food for thought when it came 
to facing up to challenges and achieving 
their true potential and also spoke about 
the value of education and lifelong 
learning in helping all of us to be the best 
that we can be.

Principal Kevin Langton then spoke 
about the high standards achieved 

by students, a 
result of their 
own personal 
commitment 
and the support 
of their parents, 
facilitated by the 
hard working 
staff of Comeragh 
College. He also 
commented that 
the number of A’s 
had trebled from 
last year’s Junior 
Cert results. 

The Aidan Lawless 
Students of the 
Year Awards were then announced 
by Mr. Langton. The best results by a 
male student at Junior Cert level were 
achieved by Jack Hickey, while the 
female student of the year award went 

to Kelly Gough. Both students were 
congratulated by Mr. Langton on being 
exemplary students, who should be 
proud of themselves and realise that 
they were setting a wonderful example 
for the students coming after them. 

Comeragh College Academic Achievement Awards
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Tipperary Education and Training 
Board hosted the annual Schools and 
Youthreach awards ceremony in the 
Horse & Jockey Hotel, Horse & Jockey, 
Thurles on Friday, 7th November, 
2014 for students who attended the 
Post Primary schools and Youthreach 
centres under the remit of the TETB. This 
annual event is held to acknowledge 
the outstanding achievements of the 
students in our schools and centres.

The presentation of the awards is a 
significant event in the ETB annual 
calendar. Students from Borrisokane 
Community College, Coláiste Chluain 
Meala, Clonmel; Gaelcholáiste Chéitinn, 
Clonmel; Coláiste Dún Iascaigh, Cahir; 
Coláiste Mhuire Co-Ed., Thurles; Coláiste 
Phobal Ros Cré, Comeragh College, 
Carrick-on-Suir; Nenagh College, 
Newport College, Scoil Ruáin, Killenaule; 
St. Ailbe’s, Tipperary Town; Céim 
Eile, Templemore; Roscrea Education 
Centre, and Youthreach Cappawhite 
were presented with an award and a 
certificate for their achievements in 
the following categories; Best Leaving 
Certificate, Best Leaving Certificate 
Applied, Personal Achievement  
and Sport.

These awards acknowledge the 
efforts of students, teachers, schools 
and centres to achieve continuous 
improvements and excellence in 
academic studies and personal 
development.

Mr. Paddy Stapleton, Teacher of PE 
and English at Cholaiste Mhuire Co-
Ed, Thurles and Corner Back on the 

Tipperary Senior Hurling Team was the 
special guest on the night. 

Paddy gave an inspirational talk on the 
night, speaking of his life in education 
and sports. He spoke of embracing 
challenges and taking opportunities.

Paddy is very respected by his 
colleagues and students alike, he can 
be found on most screen savers in the 
school and it was wonderful to have 
our very own hero involved in the ETB 
Schools and Youthreach awards 2014.

The awards were followed by tea and 
refreshments, a wonderful night was had 
by all.

Tipperary ETB Schools and Youthreach Awards 2014

We welcome new  
staff appointments  
as follows:

Mr. Damien Kennedy, 
Principal, Nenagh College

Ms. Suzanne McMahon, 
Deputy Principal, Borrisokane 
Community College

Mr. James Williams, Deputy 
Principal, Newport College

Recent News…

Awardees from Newport College

Awardees from Coláiste Mhuire Co-Ed, Thurles Awardees from Coláiste Chluain Meala.
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During the holidays last year three 
adventurers got on the water at the 
mouth of Loch Allen destined for the 
Curragh Gower pub in Limerick city,  
a distance of roughly 250 km. The 
plan was to paddle 40 km a day in 
our kayaks and camp on the river 
bank or one of the islands on the 
three lakes we would pass through, 
Lough Allen, Lough Ree and Lough 
Derg. The trip took seven days and 6 
nights, the weather conditions were 
excellent. All our food and camping 
gear came with us in our boats.  
The team comprised of Dan 
O’Sullivan, Orla Tuffy and Ryan 
Vekins, all members of the 
University of Limerick Kayak Club. 
They managed to raise €1,000 for 
Youthreach Cappawhite to buy 
kayaks and kayaking equipment. 
The centre would like to thank Dan 
for his commitment to the cause of 
getting the students on the water. 

Youthreach Cappa Cruisers 

Cappa Cruisers

On Friday, the 3rd of October, 
Comeragh College organised a jersey 
day in aid of the charity GOAL. This 
charity has been doing outstanding 
work in some of the poorest countries 
in the world and the staff and students 
of Comeragh College felt it was a more 
than worthy cause to donate to. The 
day was extremely well supported  
and the whole school community 
donned their club, county or national 
colours to support this fundraising 
initiative. The money on the day was 
collected by Mr. Russell, and when all 
the Euros and cents were added up, 
the total came to €289.70. Mr. Russell 
noted the genuine charitable feeling 
in the school as students donated 
selflessly with many dipping into their 
lunch money to further boost the 
amount raised. Many thanks to all 
those who donated, the money raised 
will go a long way in helping some 
of the most deprived and destitute 
people .

GOAL Jersey in Comeragh College, Carrick-on-Suir 

L-R Mr. P. O’Reilly, 1st Year Students, Dean and Keelin and Mr. S. Russell making their 

contribution to Goal Jersey Day.



Tipperary Education and Training Board

Winter Newsletter | December 20146

Congratulations to past pupil Tommy 
O’Donnell and current pupil Aisling 
Moloney on their recent successes. 
Tommy came on as a sub in the 
wonderful victory against South Africa 
and started in the match against 
Georgia. Tommy has been a huge part  
of recent success for Ireland and 
Munster Rugby and continues to do  
the Coláiste proud. 

Aisling was awarded the title of Young 
Munster Player of the Year in the recent 
Ladies Football awards. Well done to 
both of them. Aisling was part of the very 
successful Coláiste teams who have 
reached three All-Ireland Finals in the 
last year in Gaelic Football and Camogie. 
The staff and students of the Coláiste 
are very proud of her achievements. 

The Coláiste’s Under 16 hurlers, under 
15 footballers and under 18 footballers 
are also flying high. The hurlers have 

reached the Munster hurling semi-final 
and are hopeful of further success under 
new teacher and coach Mr. Thomas 
Butler. 

While the under 18 footballers await 
their fixture in the Munster quarter finals. 
The under 15 footballers will play in the 
county semi-final soon and coach Mr. 
Gavin Berry has praised the strong effort 
put in by the boys to do so well so far. 

Coláiste Dún Iascaigh U-16 Hurling team

Coláiste Dún Iascaigh Cahir Sporting Heroes

Coláiste Phobal Roscré - School Prefect Meeting

On Wednesday 1st October,  
Mr. John Murphy met the 16 elected 
prefects from 6th year. This was to 
be a leadership meeting. We found 
this experience to be very beneficial 
and informative as being elected 
prefects has brought new pressures 
to us. Obviously we were privileged 
to have been chosen but did not have 
a clear idea of what our role was. 
During the workshop John discussed 
with us what a prefect’s role is in a 
school and what necessary traits and 
attributes we should have to become 
better leaders in our school. He 
managed to keep the workshop very 
interesting and interactive with group 
discussions and tasks. His own 
experiences were helpful as he gave 
us a much clearer idea on how to be 
good leaders and role models within 
the school community. 

Coláiste Phobal Roscré Head Boy Prefect  

Eoin Hobbs and Head Girl Prefect Mairead Teehan.
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Coláiste Phobal Students  
gain UCD Scolarships

Clonmel students scale  
new heights

Coláiste Phobal Roscré 
has again had Leaving 
Certificate students 
gain Scolarships to 
UCD from their high 
point achievements. 
Jamie Carroll who was 
last year’s Head Boy 
prefect and represented 
Ireland in Australia in 
the tetrathlon events 
has gained entry into 
Engineering. Katie 
Coonan who was a 
previous prefect also 
has gained entrance 
into Veterinary Science. 
We at Coláiste Phobal 
Roscré are very proud 
of their achievements. 
We congratulate both 
students and wish them 
every success in their 
chosen paths.

Idirbhliain’s from Gaelcholáiste Cheitinn, 
Clonmel on a recent hike to the Nire and 
Comeraghs. 

It was a magical day, the weather was 
misty and cold but the student’s spirits 
remained enthusiastic.

 

Life Long  
Learning alive 
and kicking  
in Cahir
Beginners Digital 
Photography Course 
funded by Community 
Education

During the course Linda Murphy 
(Tutor) watched the confidence of 
once techno-phobic and reticent 
photographers bloom into confident 
and creative photographers. Over 
the 4 week course the group 
covered techniques and tips 
around different genres in digital 
photography. They developed 
skills for using their own digital 
cameras and printed out their own 
work. Community Education were 
thrilled to have a learner aged 91 
participating in the group. 

Coláiste Phobal Students gain UCD Scholarships

Jack is in  
the top 10

Pictured above is Junior cert 
student, Comeragh College, 
Carrick-on-Suir, Jack Hickey 
whose Junior Cert Metalwork 
Result has scored within the Top 
Ten in the country. Jack received 
a special award at an Awards 
Ceremony in Maynooth recently.
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Community Education Groups
A wonderful opportunity to display pieces 
of work created under the direction of the 
TETB Community Education tutors was 
offered to community education groups 
by the Holycross Craft Circle who hosted 
a Craft Fair and Exhibition November 
9th 2014. And what a great success the 
whole event was on the day attended by 
many filling their stockings for Christmas.

Many exhibitors took a stall to sell their 
wares at this event and four of the 
community education groups that utilise 
our community education supports 
used the opportunity to promote their 

respective organisational activities.  
While all groups in the community 
education service were invited to 
promote their service at this event there 
were four that displayed on the day. 
These included the Holycross Craft 
Group, Thurles Men’s Shed, Borrisokane 
Men’s Shed and the More Family Support 
Project. Each of the community education 
groups supported by TETB had a 
wonderful opportunity to promote their 
services on the day and a big Thank You 
is due to the event organiser, Breda Ryan 
of Holycross Craft Circle. 

Community Education, Killenaule - Bake Off
The Ladies of Killenaule took part in a 
5 week cookery programme, cooking 
and baking dishes which included 
bread, soup,scones,cobbler, crumble, 
tea brack, charleston chocolate cake 
and top of them all strawberry roulade. 
Dinners with a difference featured also 
over the weeks: stir fry with noodles, 
fish pie, Chicken chasseur, Italian style 
cottage pie and garlic potatoes. During 
the classes nutrition was to the fore 
front and costing of the dishes a very 
important aspect. 

The ladies received a certificate of 
achievement at the final class.

Recent News…
Borrisokane Community 
College, development of 
3-storey building. This is 
a protected structure and 
will require specialist work 
in relation to planning and 
conservation. The consultant 
has been appointed and is 
working on planning and 
design. Tendering for the 
works will happen in early 
2015. 

Coláiste Dún Iascaigh, Cahir, 
ASD Unit & Classroom. The 
new classroom was completed 
in early November and is now 
available for use. Work on the 
new ASD unit is expected to be 
completed by Christmas. 

St. Ailbes, Tipperary, ASD 
Unit. The architect has 
been appointed and work is 
progressing on the planning 
and design work. The project 
is expected to go to tender in 
early 2015. 
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Graduation Ceremony, Senior College Clonmel

Graduation day at Templemore  
College of Further Education

Our graduation ceremony is a very 
important date on the college calendar. 
It’s an exciting night for the students 
involved, and verification of their hard 
work and dedication. The students 
achieve a level 5 or a level 6 certificate 
in their FETAC course, and this award 
is recognised across the world. We had 

a wonderful night which included family 
and friends of the students involved. It’s 
wonderful to see the support students 
are given by their families particularly 
the mature students with young families 
to juggle as well as their full time course. 
Once you finish your course in the CTI 
you may continue to further education 

in third level colleges or seek job 
opportunities which may not have been 
an option before you started the course. 
CTI Senior College is more than just a 
college. It’s a place where friendships 
are made and lives are changed, 
through support and encouragement.

Graduation Day for hundreds of students 
at Templemore College took place 
of Friday, October 17th last in the 
Templemore Arms Hotel. More than 
200 students received certificates in 
QQI level 4, 5 and 6, City and Guilds, 
CIBTAC, CIDESCO, Department of 
Education Senior, and Junior Trades.

Graduation day has become an integral 
part of the College diary where staff and 
students, those past and present, come 
together to celebrate their endeavours. 

College Principal Noel Colleran Phd., 
spoke on the day about the need to be 
confident and independent learners and 
that their success in graduating was 
key to moving forward with their career 
plans. Many students have succeeded 
in finding employment, both part time 

and full time, with others continuing their 
studies in Universities and Institutes of 
Technologies.

Markella Cunningham Templemore College 
Graduation Jana Plecova Graduation 

Templemore College

Anne Murray and Con Delaney Templemore 
College Graduation
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The Ghouls take over Scoil Ruain, Killenaule
On Friday 24th of October Scoil Ruain 
held a fancy dress day in aid of the Sean 
Fogarty Appeal. Everyone had a great 
day as teachers and students dressed 
up in frightening and funny costumes.

The Sean Fogarty Appeal was set up to 
help a young man to get home as soon 
as possible after he was involved in a 
car accident on his way home from work 
in 2013 which left him with quadriplegia 
(paralysed from neck down) The funds 
will go to the full time care he will need 
and the adaptation of his home.

History trip for Coláiste Phobal Roscré
On the morning of Monday the tenth 
of November both fifth year Coláiste 
Phobal history classes were preparing 
to begin the school’s first history trip 
in over twenty years. On the nine 
o’clock bell the tour bus now packed 
with energised and enthusiastic 
students and both accompanying 
History teachers, Ms. Howard and 
Mr. Fitzgerald began it’s journey 
to the trip’s first destination; Croke 
Park. Upon arrival at Croke Park the 
historians were warmly welcomed to 
the GAA museum before beginning 
their broad tour of Croke Park. The 
tour, a very enjoyable and educational 
one included an access all areas 
guide and truly showed how historic 
the stadium is and how it played a 
vital part in forming Ireland today. 
Upon the ending of the riveting Croke 
Park tour the trip then moved on to it’s 
next destination; Glasnevin Cemetery 
and after a quick look around it’s 
own museum the trip moved onto a 

guided tour which was specifically 
catered to suit the history classes. The 
tour consisted of the graves and final 
resting places of some of Irelands most 
important political and reformational 
figures including Michael Collins, 

Eamon De Valera, Charles Stewart 
Parnell and Arthur Griffith. After a walk 
among the tombstones of some of 
Ireland’s most predominant figures 
of the nineteenth and early twentieth 
century it was time to head home. 
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International Olympiad for Coláiste Phobal Roscré

John Paul II Awards Coláiste Dún Iascaigh, Cahir

Congratulations to Coláiste Phobal Roscré 
5th year student Paul Crampton who was 
one of two Irish German students who 
represented Ireland at the International 
German Olympiad in Frankfurt in August. 
Over 100 German students from 50 countries 
were represented.

After coming through a preliminary round in 
Thurles, Paul and another classmate Eoin 
Hobbs travelled to the Goethe Institute 
Dublin. They did another exam and an oral 
presentation. Paul was successful in being 
chosen, but also congratulations to Eoin, 
who performed very well and represented 
the school to a very high standard.

Not only is Paul representing Ireland, but he 
was also a winner in the Senior section of 
the Irish-Austrian Society National German 
Essay competition. He received the Dr. Otto 
Glaser trophy at a reception in the Austrian 
Embassy. Coláiste Phobal Roscré and Ms. 
O’Meara German Teacher are very proud of 
Paul and his achievements.

The John Paul II Awards were introduced in Derry in 2006, as an 
initiative to promote young people’s involvement in their Parish 
and Community. The Diocese of Waterford and Lismore, under 
the guidance of Bishop William Lee, introduced the Award as 
a Pilot Scheme in 2013-2014. Coláiste Dún Iascaigh, Cahir was 
one of the schools who participated with great enthusiasm. The 
John Paul II Awards quickly became known as JP2 among the 
students, local parish and community. Guided by Ms. Wade, the 
School Chaplain, the JP2 students began their tasks. 

When Father Michael first told us of the John Paul the Second 
awards upon his visit in September, we didn’t know how we 
would complete it! 8 hours of community service seemed near 
impossible, never mind the 20 required for gold! However once 
we sat down and started thinking ‘okay, how can the youth 
benefit our community?’, the ideas started flowing.

We began by selling badges for the National Council for 
the blind and distributing leaflets for the Saint Vincent De 
Paul Trolley appeal. At first, we found it difficult to approach 
strangers or ask them for money. But as soon as we 
remembered that it was for such a worthy cause we were out 
on the street chatting to members of our community who we 
would never had spoken to before!

The John Paul the Second Award allowed us to use our own 
unique talents and skills to benefit the community. Students 
passionate about sport began teaching the local primary 
school GAA while others volunteered their free time at their 
local Scouts group or helping with the Tidy Towns.

Throughout the year 4 or 5 students visited Gateway for a few 
hours every Wednesday, where they volunteered with adults 

with learning disabilities. True friendships were formed during 
the weekly visits, with birthday parties and trips to the Swiss 
Cottage just a few of the many memories cherished! 

By the time Christmas came around we were in high demand. 
Word of our good deeds had gotten out and we were 
constantly receiving phone calls asking for our help! We 
volunteered at not one but two Christmas parties, the Old 
Folks party and The Day Care Centre party, as well as singing 
at Bramley Lodge Nursing Home. We welcomed the guests 
and served them dinner before performing several songs for 
them, some of them even sang a few bars themselves before 
showing us up on the dance floor! Both were brilliant days, 
high in Christmas and community spirit, uniting us all. 

Paul Crampton 5th Yr Coláiste Phobal Roscré student proudly displaying the Dr. Otto Glaser trophy 
pictured with Mr. G. O’Brien Principal and Ms. E. O’Meara German Teacher. 
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Runners and Walkers take to the 
Scoil Ruain, Killenaule 5K 

On Sunday 16 November the 2nd Annual 
Scoil Ruain 5K took place with over 250 
participants taking part. Proceeds from 
the event went to Scoil Ruain Sports and 
the Donal Walsh Live Life Foundation. 

The overall winners were Stephen Hunter 
and Grace McConnell in the male and 
female competitions.

Robert Miller won the male over 35s 
while Phil Ryan won the female.

Students Eamonn Troy and Katie Tobin 
won the U18 competitions.

Brian Maher and Lauren Dowling, also 
both students, were the winners of the 
U14 competition.

 

Men’s Group, 
Clonmel had 
a fruitful year 
thanks to  
Community  
Education
The Men’s Group based in  
St. Luke’s, Clonmel were 
very busy this year. Work 
commenced in early summer 
where they showed their 
wonderful skills by making 
a plant propagator. They 
decided to focus on plants and 
vegetables and re-covered their 
poly-tunnel. With the beautiful 
weather we had the men also 
made some picnic tables and 
two-seater garden benches. 
These are displayed on the 
hospital grounds. To prepare 
for the winter months and look 
after our feathered friends the 
final project was to make some 
bird feeders. What a busy and 
fruitful year they had. Well done 
to one and all and thanks to Bill 
Doyle (Tutor) for the excellent 
guidance and direction.

Lauren Dowling (U14 winner) with Anna Slattery 
and Jessica Dowling

Katie Tobin crosses the finish line

Mrs. Gubbins and Ms.. Loughman at registrationEamon Troy (U18 male winner)

 

 Shoe Box Appeal, Scoil Ruain, Killenaule
The Student Council of Scoil Ruain 
collected 30 shoe boxes for the 
Heart to Hand Shoe Box Appeal. 
The boxes were filled with toys and 
gifts for poor children in Albania. 
Heart to Hand is a non profit charity 
which supports the less well off 

in Eastern Europe. Well done to 
Becky & Rachel O’Gorman who 
drove the project in school. Their 
dad regularly travels abroad to 
volunteer with the charity. We hope 
to make this an annual collection at 
Scoil Ruain.

Pictured above: Niamh Shanahan, Lorraine 
O’Connor, Kayleigh O’Connor, Edel O’Brien 
and Shannon Fogarty 
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Kelly Gough, a current Transition 
Year student of Comeragh 
College was recently presented 
with an award for outstanding 
achievement in her Junior 
certificate Business Studies exam 
from the school of Business at 
Waterford Institute of Technology.

Kelly achieved an A grade 
at higher level in her Junior 
Certificate exam and as business 
studies is the only subject outside 

of the core subjects English, Irish 
and Maths that students must sit 
two papers, Kelly’s achievement is 
truly commendable.

Kelly is continuing her studies in 
the area of business in transition 
year and is enjoying the enterprise 
programme where students get to 
set up their own mini-company. As 
a school we are extremely proud 
of Kelly’s achievement as are her 
friends and family.

Tipperary ETB Celebrates Achievement of its Adult 
Learners in the South of the County

The first Adult Education Awards 
Night was held in the Minella Hotel 
on Wednesday, October 22nd for 
nearly three hundred learners who 
attend adult education programmes 
at Tipperary Education and Training 
Board. 
Attending the ceremony were Chief 
Executive of Tipperary ETB, Ms. 
Fionuala McGeever, Education Officer, 
Eileen Condon, Councillor John Fahey, 
ETB member, as well as Councillor 
John Hogan, newly selected Chair 
of Tipperary Education and Training 
Board. Also attending were Walter 
Doheny and Carol Creighton from the 
County Council and Mary Hennessey, 
Skills for Work Coordinator. Working 
closely with employers is key in 
upskilling adults who may not have 
the confidence to go for promotion or 
take on further responsibilities in their 
job, and specific ETB programmes 
are tailored to meet the needs of the 
employers and the learners.
Councillor Hogan spoke heartily of 
the success of the adults present and 
commended them for their courage 
and commitment in pursuing their 
courses, to the point where they were 
now being awarded for their efforts 
with certification in their area of study. 
He also paid tribute to the families and 
friends who supported the learners, 
those who cooked a dinner or kept 

the home fires 
burning while 
the learners 
attended 
classes.
Eileen Condon, 
Education 
Officer, read the 
story of former 
ETB Vocational 
Training 
Opportunities 
Scheme 
student, Noreen 
Moroney. Her 
own story was included in a national 
publication celebrating twenty five 
years of VTOS last year. Eileen 
also stressed the quality standards 
that must be adhered to in order to 
receive the awards being given, and 
the fact that such certificates are 
mapped on the National Framework 
of Qualifications at levels that have a 
national currency. She paid tribute to 
the tutors and Coordinators working 
within the ETB and their commitment 
to these standards.
ETB staff in the adult education 
service, Michael Corbett, Mary Roche, 
and Kaye Mullaney, were on hand 
to call upon learners to receive their 
certification that was awarded by 
Quality and Qualifications Ireland 
(QQI), the new agency replacing 

FETAC. There was a wide range of 
certification, covering areas such as 
General Learning,  
Maths, IT, Healthcare, Childcare, 
Animal Grooming, and English 
Language for the many new arrivals 
from other countries, to name but a 
few. Some learners receiving awards 
had children with them, and it was 
clear that they were powerful role 
models on the night.
Fionuala McGeever, Councillor John 
Hogan and Councillor John Fahey 
shook many happy hands on the 
evening as they assisted in presenting 
the hundreds of learners with their 
certificates. 
Tipperary ETB congratulates all these 
learners for engaging and succeeding 
in their studies.

Outstanding Achievement at  
Comeragh College, Carrick-on-Suir

Tipperary ETB Staff in attendance on the night.
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Retired Staff Presentation of Tipperary  
Education and Training Board 

Retired Staff Presentation of Tipperary 
Education and Training Board (TETB) 
held in Hotel Minella Clonmel on 4th 
November, 2014.

2013/2014 saw a total of 11 staff 
members retire. In addition to the 
nine retiring staff members who were 
in attendance at the awards, the 
following staff members also retired but 
unfortunately were unable to attend on 
the night. They were Mark Ryan (teacher 
of English, Coláiste Dún Iascaigh, Cahir) 
and Tony O’Connell (teacher of Maths 
at Scoil Ruain, Killenaule). All in all, the 
collective service of the 11 retiring staff 
members is in the region of 346 years 
of service. Each retiring staff member 
received a commemorative piece of 
crystal, in appreciation of their years of 
dedicated service. A happy and healthy 
retirement is wished to all the retiring 
staff members.

Coláiste Dún Iascaigh Ty Student Jessica 
Coffey was selected to sit for the National 
Science Olympiad in Dublin recently. 
Jessica was identified as a high achiever 
by the State Examination Commission 
and was thus put forward for competition. 
In fact this places Jessica in the top 
one per cent in the country in Junior 
Certificate Science. Jessica’s science 
teacher Ms. Mary O’ Shea, praised her 
work ethic and persistence. She said that 
Jessica fully deserved her recognition 
and is confident that she will go on 
to better and brighter things. Jessica 
matched this A with the same result in all 
of her other subjects. 

The six highest achievers in the National 
Olympiad will go on to represent Ireland 
in Austria in the international Science 
Olympiad next year. We wish Jessica the 
best of luck. 

Back L to R: Pat McGarry, Scoil Ruáin, Killenaule; Michael Slattery, Coláiste Dún Iascaigh, Cahir;  
Michael McNulty, Nenagh College; William Malone, Coláiste Phobal Ros Cré; John Blackburn,  
St. Ailbe’s, Tipperary Town; 
Front L to R: Margo Condon, Coláiste Dún Iascaigh, Cahir; Helen Burke, Coláiste Dún Iascaigh, Cahir; 
Cllr. John Hogan, Chairperson TETB; Fionuala McGeever, CE, TETB; Miriam Nugent, St. Ailbe’s, 
Tipperary, Mary Ormond, Coláiste Phobal Roscré.

Comeragh College, Carrick-
on-Suir, new PPP School. 
Planning and tendering is 
now complete on this project 
and building work is due to 
commence before the end 
of this year. The preferred 
contractor is BAM Engineering. 

Scoil Ruain, Killenaule. 
Resurfacing of the new car 
park was completed over the 
summer

Roscrea Community College. 
Emergency works funding 
has been provided to fix 
problems with roof leaks. 
The consultant will be 
appointed shortly and the 
works are expected to be 
carried out in early 2015. 

Recent News…

Newport College. Emergency 
works funding has been 
granted to address remedial 
works to the fire escape. 
These works will be carried 
out in early 2015. 

Recent News…

Science Olympiad
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Student Council Coláiste Phobal Roscré
On October 1st the Coláiste Phobal 
Roscré Student Council body received 
a visit from John Murphy former CEO 
of Gaisce. His purpose was to give 
guidance in how to effectively run a 
meeting and outlined the main roles in a 
committee meeting. We had some team 
bonding and building activities as we 
were a newly formed committee. This 
helped us lead into our first meeting 
which we held on October 7th. We the 
committee wish to extend our thanks to 
Mr. John Murphy for all help given.

Students and staff did a consultation 
last year about how to optimise our 
summer programme. We changed 
the format this year. Students 
had more choice and voice in 
what they did and also had more 
certification options. It worked 
very well. We focussed on local 
history and heritage – researching 
the history, visiting the sites and 
also using it in Art we produced. 
We also did FETAC/QQI courses in 
Security studies Level 4, did Surf 
Training Level 1 and 2, SafeFood, 
Basic First Aid, Manual Handling, 
SafePass and Driver Safety as well 
as some gardening. We attended 
an African Dancing Workshop, did 
Kickboxing and visited Cloughjordan 
Eco Village. The highlight of the 
programme was the LCA 2 trip to 
Oakwood in Wales. We had a whale 
of a time!

Coláiste Phobal Roscré prefects with Mr. John Murphy (Left), Ms. McEvoy (Teacher and Student prefect/
Student Council coordinator) and Mr. O’Brien (Principal).

Summer in Youthreach Roscrea
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Team Building Comeragh College, Carrick-on-Suir

In order for the 1st years to get 
acquainted with each other outside 
of the classroom environment, a 
historical trip was organised for a 
visit to Cahir Castle and the Swiss 
Cottage. It was a very interesting, 
informative trip and all students got 
to know each other. A great day was 
had by all!!!

Tipperary ETB First Year Girls Basketball Tournament 

On Tuesday the 30th of September, the 1st 
year Tipperary ETB Basketball tournament 
took place in the Scoil Ruain sports hall. 
The teams that attended included Scoil 
Ruain, Comeragh College, St. Ailbes, 
Newport  College and Coláiste Dún Iascaigh. 

Scoil Ruain and St. Ailbes reached the final, 
with St. Ailbe’s taking the victory and winning 
the tournament. 

Recent News…
Summer Works 2014

Coláiste Cluain Meala. 
Significant project to replace 
the old oil fired heating 
system and convert to 
natural gas. This included 
removal of the entire system 
including boiler, radiators, 
tanks etc. Dealing with 
asbestos, building a new 
boiler house and installing 
a completely new system. 
Some of this work continued 
into the school year and the 
project was completed at the 
end of October. 

Borrisokane Community 
College. An extension of the 
existing heating system to 
cover the canteen area. This 
project was completed in 
September. 

Scoil Ruain, Killenaule

St. Ailbe’s School, Tipperary
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Tipperary ETB First Year Girls Football Blitz 2014

Tipperary ETB First Year Soccer Blitz 2014
Scoil Ruáin hosted a first year 
soccer blitz on Wednesday the 19th 
of November. Five ETB schools took 
part in this competition, Coláiste 
Mhuire, Coláiste Phobal Roscré, 
Newport College, Comeragh College 
and Scoil Ruáin.

After the initial group stages Scoil 
Ruáin topped group A with a clean 
sweep winning all three of their 
games. Comeragh College pipped 
Coláiste Mhuire into second spot 
on score difference. Group B was 
won by Coláiste Phobal Roscré with 
Newport coming second. Game of 
the group stages was a ding dong 
2-2 draw between both those teams.

In the semi finals Newport beat Scoil 
Ruáin 6-1, and if the first semi final 
was one sided the second certainly 
was not. 

A sudden death penalty shootout 
between Comeragh College and 
Coláiste Phobal Roscré with the 
Carrick on Suir boys eventually 
winning thanks to the heroics of their 
goalkeeper.

In the final Comeragh College 
proved too strong for a tiring 
Newport team winning 6-2.

The final of our first year girls 
football blitz this year was contested 
by Coláiste Dún Iascaigh and Scoil 
Ruáin. In a tight battle the Scoil 
Ruáin girls prevailed winning the 
very first Tipperary ETB Girls football 
Blitz. Thanks to Coláiste for hosting 
the event.

Newport College

Comeragh College, Carrick-on-Suir
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Three Siblings Graduate from Templemore College

Temple Street  
Children’s  
University  
Hospital

Among those graduating from 
Templemore College on Friday, 
October 17th last were siblings 
Louise, Lisa and David Neary from 
Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny. It is a rare 
occasion that three members of the 
same family receive their certificates 
on the same day. Louise, Lisa and 
David all joined the College’s Céim 
Eile Programme together and as a 
close family helped each other out 
throughout the two years. 
All three siblings have chosen to 
remain in Templemore College, where 
Louise and Lisa are completing 
Cartoon Animation and Film 
Production and David is completing 
Business Administration. 
Lisa, Louise and David are just some 
of the students who graduated 
from the Céim Eile programme. The 
programme involves completing the 
Leaving Certificate Applied course 
over a two year period and operates 
under the remit of Youth Reach. It 
has proved as a great stepping stone 
for those who want to progress to 
further education or transfer into the 
workforce.

On the 24th of October 2014, 
the Transition year group from 
Secondary school, Comeragh 
College, Carrick-on-Suir raised a 
fantastic €290 for Temple Street 
Children’s University Hospital, 
Dublin. The Transition years 
held a jersey day for all students 
as well as a school quiz with 
a contribution of €3 from each 
student in aid of Temple Street. 
This money will help Temple 
Street Children’s Hospital to 
continue to provide world class 
care to Ireland’s sickest children.
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The Changing Face of Further Education and Training in Tipperary 

The past year has brought 
significant country-wide 
changes to Adult and Further 
Education and Training in ETBs. 
These developments will have 
a huge impact on how we plan, 
deliver, and evaluate our service 
in Tipperary.

What are the main 
ingredients of this change?
• The “marriage” of education and 

training: the establishment of 16 
“Education and Training” Boards in 
July, 2013 was a clear indicator that 
the functions of the former VECs now 
included a training remit. 

• The dissolution of FÁS in October, 
2013 was a significant signpost that 
training would rest within the functions 
of ETBs.

• The establishment of SOLAS, the 
new authority over further education 
and training, introduced a new a layer 
between ETBs and the Department 
of Education and Skills. Funding for 
most of our provision now comes from 
SOLAS. This funding is contingent 
on ETBs’ commitment to outcomes 
and outputs, which must be named 
and monitored as part of its Further 
Education and Training Service Plan, 
and submitted to SOLAS.

• The Five-year SOLAS Further 
Education and Training Strategy and 
Implementation Plan launched in the 
spring of this year, name and explain 
the five key goals that must inform the 
annual Service Plans of ETBs over the 
next five years. These goals are: Skills 
for the Economy, Active Inclusion, 
Quality Provision, Integrated Planning 
and Funding, and Standing of Further 
Education and Training (FET). Of the 
actions in the Implementation Plan, 
ETBs will be the Lead Agency for the 
following actions over the next five 
years:

• Modify FET provision in accordance 
with the Skills Needs of Enterprise 
based on research

• Develop local course design 
processes to reflect direct employer 
involvement

• Provide education and training 
inputs in entrepreneurship within FET 
provision

• Enable the development of the 
appropriate FET interventions and 
specific supports for active inclusion 
identified by research

• Ensure that an effective education and 
training needs identification, matching 
and support service is available for all 
learners who need it

• Enable the development of a co-
ordinated programme of continuous 
professional development in literacy 
and numeracy learning

• Develop a FET Customer Service 
Charter to include how ETB’s will 
engage with learners in relevant 
decision making processes in terms of 
FET provision

• Ensure effective CPD is in place to 
support responsive and industry led 
programme development

• Enable the development of FET 
Strategic Partnerships e.g. DCU, FESS 
to support innovation in FET

• Devise and implement an integrated 
FET Guidance Strategy 

• Provide career management skills to 
learners on FET courses

• Ensure staff skills are updated on a 
continual basis to deliver the relevant 
FET provision

• Internationalise FET to facilitate 
mobility across Europe and globally.

• The establishment of Quality 
Qualifications Ireland (QQI) 
replaces FETAC. In the near future, 
Tipperary ETB will have one Quality 
Assurance (QA) agreement (replacing 
the three it currently operates). New 
QA Guidelines are currently being 
evaluated by QQI and are expected to 
be finalised in March 2015.

• The formation of a new referral 
service in the Dept. of Social 
Protection (DSP) called “Intreo”.

 This service actively refers the 
unemployed onto further education 
and training programmes. Tipperary 
ETB is just one of the providers that 
the DSP refers people to. There are 
also private providers and other 

agencies providing courses in the 
county, and these are also offered as 
options for the unemployed person 
who presents to the DSP. These 
referrals require a closer and more 
formal working relationship between 
ETBs and local DSP offices to 
prioritise the long-term unemployed 
and unemployed youth.

• For 2015, Tipperary ETB will be 
submitting a Funding Agreement 
Request (FAR) to SOLAS that is 
based on a plan of delivery for Further 
education and training for the county. 
This request will be sanctioned by 
SOLAS on the basis that our Plan 
aligns provision to the five goals of the 
FET Strategy. 

• The transfer of training to Tipperary 
ETB. When VECs transitioned into 
ETBs, it was apparent that there 
were five ETBs that did not have a 
training centre as part of their new 
configuration.

“Non-training centre” ETBs
• Cavan and Monaghan

• Kildare and Wicklow

• Kilkenny and Carlow

• Laois and Offaly

• Tipperary

There has never been a training centre 
in Tipperary. People living in the north of 
the county who wanted certain training 
travelled to Limerick Training Centre and 
people in the south of the county travelled 
to Waterford Training Centre. 

How has training been 
managed in Tipperary ETB  
up to now?
In 2013, the ETB/SOLAS Programme 
Board gave the responsibility for training 
in ETBs without a training centre to the 
ETBs where the training centres reside. 
So, in the case of Tipperary, training has 
been funded and managed by Limerick/
Clare ETB for the north of the county and 
Wexford/Waterford ETB for the south of 
the county.
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How will training in Tipperary 
be managed in the future?
This October, the ETB/SOLAS Programme 
Board decided that each ETB without a 
training centre should be allocated staffing 
and resources to deliver contracted/
community training and manage the 
apprenticeship employers in its area.

The Board has requested that each non-
training centre ETB, in partnership with its 
supporting training centre ETB and SOLAS, 
prepares a plan as to how it will deliver its 
training functions. In addition to this detailed 
statement as to how training functions 
will be delivered, the Programme Board 
has specified the additional information it 
requires, such as the numbers and grading 
of staff needed for each non-training centre 
ETB, and a date as to when the transfer 
of budgets and staffing will take place. 
This information is to be submitted to the 
Programme Board by January, 2015.

It is envisioned that the transfer of training 
will take place by the autumn of 2015. 

What types of training will 
transfer to Tipperary ETB?
At present, there is no plan to replace the 
training that currently takes place in the 
Limerick and Waterford Training Centres. 
The reason for this is because these centres 
have specialised, well-equipped workshops 
and equipment that suit specific training 
courses. People in Tipperary who want to 
avail of these specific courses will continue 
to travel to Limerick or Waterford. However, 
there will be other training opportunities 
that taking place in the county. Contracted 
training is appropriate training that is based 
in towns throughout the county and delivered 
by approved private providers. Tipperary 
ETB is already in communication about the 
planning and provision of such courses 
for 2015 with relevant staff in Limerick and 
Waterford Training Centres. Local Training 
Initiatives (LTIs) are training courses usually 
based in Family Resource Centres or other 
community venues in the county. Tipperary 
ETB will have responsibility for these when 
the transfer occurs. 

Special Training programmes (STPs) 
are those that are focused on people with 
a disability. In Clonmel, for example, the 
National Learning Network runs special 
training programmes for its attendees. These 
will be monitored and funded by Tipperary 
ETB. Community Training Centres (CTCs) 
are providers of vocational training to young 
people. We have three CTCs in the county 
based in Clonmel, Thurles and Nenagh. They 
have their own curriculum and are led by 
their own Boards of Management; however, 
Tipperary ETB will be the funder of these 
centres. Lastly, Apprenticeships are another 
model of training. In addition to the usual 
trades, such as carpenter, electrician, etc. 
a recent national review of apprenticeships 
has recommended employers to propose 
new apprenticeships that meet the changing 
needs of the economy. A call for proposals 
is going out very shortly. It is still unclear 
how the apprenticeships will be managed 
by ETBs, as SOLAS are the legal entity in 
charge of apprenticeships, but they will be 
taking place.

In conclusion, it is hoped that these 
developments will be a positive catalyst in 
catapulting Further Education and Training 
onto a more visible national platform and 
contribute to its reputation as a worthwhile 
sector in its own right.

By Eileen Condon, Acting Education Officer

“Non-training centre” ETBs “Supporting training centre” ETBs

• Cavan and Monaghan • Louth and Meath

• Kildare and Wicklow • Dublin and Dun Laoghaire

• Wexford and Waterford • Kilkenny and Carlow

• Wexford and Waterford • Laois and Offaly

• Longford and Westmeath • Tipperary

• Wexford and Waterford • Limerick and Clare

Recent News…
Summer Works 2014

Coláiste Mhuire Co-Ed, 
Thurles. Funding was 
provided to carry out roof 
repairs. This project has not 
been completed and, given 
the nature of the works, this 
will be deferred to 2015.

Newport College. A project 
to carry out roof repairs has 
been substantially completed 
subject to the contractor 
addressing some snag items.

High School Musical Killenaule
Mrs. Tobin, Ms. Cunningham and Scoil Ruain’s TYs spent the months  
of September and October busily preparing for the wonderful 
production of A High School Musical. Well done to all involved.
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Thurles Men’s Shed
Under the auspices of SVP (St. Vincent de Paul), Thurles 
Men’s Shed (TMS) was launched on Thursday 20th 
March 2014. The success of ‘The Men’s Shed’ both 
nationally and internationally, has shown that there is a 
critical need in the community.
Over the last number of months the shed has gone 
from strength to strength. The community and social 
inclusion focus of TMS has made it to be a voluntary 
group that is highly regarded in the Thurles area.
The shed has utilised the services of the ETB to 
great effect for both the benefit of the shed and the 
community as a whole.
Members have availed of a Basket Weaving Course, 
Computer Training and are currently taking part in an 
Arts Course.
TMS has been responsible for making over 40 (forty) 
scarecrows that were placed around the town as part 
of a Halloween Festival Week organised by the town. 
This project could not have been possible without 
the instruction of ETB Tutor Ms. Gerardine Wisdom. 
TMS involved the TY students of the Ursuline and 
Presentation Convents in the project.

TMS believe in ‘giving back’ to the community, TMS 
has been responsible for generating funding for Special 
Olympics, Hospice and SVP to date. In addition the 
shed has carried out works to ensure that a building, 
focussing on the sale of furniture, for the upkeep of a 
Dementia Unit located in the town.
With the acquisition of a workshop and the funding 
needed to equip it, the future is bright for TMS. With the 
large range of courses and training that continues to 
be offered by ETB, the shed will be able to support its 
membership in a very positive way in 2015. 

An Triail, Coláiste Phobal Roscré
Daltaí ón séú bliain a d’fhreastal ar an dráma “An Triail” 
in amharclann “The Belltable” i Luimneach le déanaí. 
Is cuid de chúrsa na hArdteistiméireachta é an dráma 
seo. Bhain na daltaí ardtaitneamh as an léiriú a rinne an 
comhlacht drámaíochta “Fíbín”. B’fhiú go mór dul ann.

Michael O’Loughlin, Comeragh College, Carrick-on-Suir

2014 has been a stellar year for 17 
year old cyclist Michael O’Loughlin. 
His initial aims were to claim a 
regular spot on the Irish national 
cycling team, complete his Leaving 
Certificate, and hopefully get into 
college.
By the end of the season, he 
had worn the green jersey on 
no fewer than 20 occasions and 
finished 8th in the World Time Trial 
Championships in Ponferrada, 
Spain. Along the way, he was a 
regular on the podium, taking 
silver medals in both the All-Ireland 
junior (under 18) road and time trial 

championships, winning two stages 
and the young rider’s jersey in the 
International Junior Tour of Ireland, 
and beating some of Ireland’s 
top senior elite riders to claim the 
Blarney Traders Cup and Wexford 2 
Day races.
Remarkably, he is underage in 
this category next year. To top 
an amazing year for him, he was 
accepted on his first choice college 
course and is now studying for an 
honours degree in Sports Coaching 
and Performance in Waterford 
Institute of Technology.
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Tipperary Education and Training Board 2014 to 2019
In accordance with the Education and 
Training Board Act 2013 a new Education 
and Training board must be formed 
following the local authority elections. 
Local Authority elections were held 
May 2014 and Tipperary ETB received 
notification of their twelve nominations 
following the first meeting of the Local 
Authority on the 6th June 2014.

Local Authority Members
Cllr. Siobhán Ambrose, Cllr. Fiona 
Bonfield, Cllr. Joe Bourke, Cllr. Kieran 
Bourke, Cllr. Catherine Carey, Cllr. David 
Dunne, Cllr John Fahey, Cllr Imelda 
Goldsboro, Cllr. John Hogan, Cllr. Mary 
Hanna Hourigan, Cllr. Roger Kennedy and 
Cllr. Micheál Lowry.

As per the Education and Training 
Board Act 2013 nominations were 
sought for both male and female staff 
representatives. Two nominations were 
received and they were deemed elected.

Staff Elected members
Ms. Josephine Cahill and  
Mr. Seamus Lahart

The first post-election meeting of 
Tipperary Education and Training Board 
was held in August 2014, as per order 
of the Education and Training Board 
Act, whereby the 12 local authority 
members and the 2 members elected 
by staff appoint the 2 parent nominees. 
The National Parents Association 
informed us of the names of the parent 
representatives. 

Parent Representatives
Ms. Margaret Mary O’Dwyer and  
Mr. Joe Murphy 

The second post-election meeting of 
Tipperary Education and Training Board 
was held on the 29th August 2014 
and the purpose of this meeting was 
to appoint 5 members with interest of 
knowledge in education and training from 
persons nominated by

(i) Business/industry/employers 
Ms. Tina Mulhearne

(ii) Learners   
Mr. Liam Ahearne, Ms. Anna Touhy 
Halligan and Mr. Michael Power.

(iii) management/leaders of recognised 
schools 
Ms. Mary O’Keeffe

The board considered the nominations 
received under the various categories and 
nominated the following to the board of TETB.

• Business/industry/employers  
Ms. Tina Mulhearne

• Learners  
Mr. Liam Ahearne,  
Ms. Anna Touhy Halligan and  
Mr. Michael Power.

• management/leaders of  
recognised schools  
Ms. Mary O’Keeffe

The first meeting of full board of Tipperary 
Education and Training Board took place 
on 23 September 2014 at which Cllr. John 
Hogan was appointed as Chairperson of 
Tipperary ETB.

At the October, 2014 meeting Cllr John 
Fahey was nominated for and accepted 
the position of Vice Chairperson of 
Tipperary ETB.

There will be 6 meetings held in each 
year, to take place in the ETB admin 
offices in Nenagh and Clonmel. The 
schedule for 2015 is as follows:

10 February, 2015 – Clonmel
14 April, 2015 – Nenagh
09 June 2015 - Clonmel
08 September, 2015 - Nenagh
20 October, 2015 - Clonmel
1 December, 2015 - Nenagh

Back L to R: Mr. Liam Ahearn, Cllr. Mary Hanna Hourigan, Mr. Michael Power, Cllr. Fiona Bonfield,  

Mr. Joe Murphy, Cllr. Kieran Bourke, Cllr. Roger Kennedy, Cllr. Michéal Lowry, Cllr. Joe Bourke

Front L to R: Cllr. Catherine Carey, Mr. Seamus Lahart, Cllr. Siobhán Ambrose, Cllr. John Fahey,  

Cllr. John Hogan (Chairperson), Ms. Anna Tuohy Halligan, Cllr. Imelda Goldsboro, Ms. Tina Mulhearne

Missing: Ms. Josephine Cahill, Cllr. David Dunne, Ms. Margaret Mary O’Dwyer, Ms. Mary O’Keeffe

Former Kickham Barracks, 
Clonmel. Tipperary County 
Council has appointed a 
firm of architects to produce 
a master plan for the 
development of the barracks 
site. The ETB intends to 
occupy part of the site for the 
long-term provision of Further 
Education and Training and 
we are engaging with the 
planners on this process. In 
the meantime, we are utilising 
a number of the buildings 
on the site to accommodate 
some of our Further Education 
Programmes.

Recent News…
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Youth Work  
Services
Alternative Learning Programme
The ALP is a youth work programme for young 
people aged 12 – 15 who have encountered 
difficulties in coping with mainstream education 
and consequently are not attending school on 
a regular basis. The programme is based on 
a model developed by Dublin Dun Laoighre 
ETB. The aim of the programme is to enable 
participants to address their issues and 
challenges and acquire new skills and attitudes 
that will equip them to improve their ability to 
sustain involvement in school. The programme 
incorporates youth work methodologies and 
tuition and is facilitated jointly by a youth worker 
and a tutor, both of whom work together with 
the participants for the full fifteen hours of the 
programme each week. The pilot programme 
is being delivered in Tipperary town by a youth 
work organisation; Tipperary Regional Youth 
Service. Young people being considered for 
inclusion in the programme are identified by 
Educational Welfare Services, schools, youth 
workers and parents. As this is a youth work 
programme, participation varies according to 
the needs of each individual until a time when 
the young person is confident and has the 
capacity to return to school part/full time.  
Young People are considered eligible if they  
are ‘out of school’ or on a reduced timetable 
and willing to engage in the programme.  
A combination of a ‘reduced hours’ timetable 
and participation in the programme 
simultaneously works well towards supporting 
their return to school on a full time basis. 
The programme follows six primary areas 
for participants to progress in; Attendance, 
Participation, Time-keeping, Communication, 
Group Work and Taking Instruction. Participants 
complete a self-assessment and are re-
interviewed every 2 weeks to assess these six 
areas, in order that the young person can retain 
their place on the programme for a further two 
weeks. The programme has been operating 
since October and the pilot will run until May 
2015. For further information please contact, 
Lisa Kavanagh Youth Officer, Clonmel office.

FETAC Level 3 General Learning - Cashel Group

Level 3 English Language learners from Cahir, Cashel, Clonmel and Tipperary Town

VTOS Clonmel – Leaving Certificate and Level 4 Components

FETAC Awards
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‘Life imitates art far more  
than art imitates life’ (Wilde)

 

Youthreach, Cappawhite  
Celebration of Success

Youthreach in Cappawhite may 
have turned Wilde’s phrase on its 
head as the town of Cashel and 
the contents of the Folk Museum 
were the inspiration for the works 
of art that were on display at TRYS 
at Hogan Square as part of the 
Cashel Arts Festival. This year’s 
annual Youthreach exhibition shows 
the creative art work of a group 

of students from Cappawhite 
Youthreach led by art teacher 
Melissa Corish. The students 
involved, selected many 
locations around Cashel and 
documented interesting imagery 
through photography and 
drawing. This process inspired 
a series of paintings created 
in a unique and original way. 
Through their imagination and 

skills the students in Youthreach 
in Cappawhite have succeeded 
in showing the viewer an inspired 
and creative view of Cashel and it’s 
history. The works presented in the 
Arts festival imitate life, but not life as 
we know it today, life of a bygone era 
in Ireland and images that are hard 
to find in the western world today. 

Annually in Youthreach 
Cappawhite we celebrate 
achievements and recognise 
that students have reached 
their potential. Sometimes 
this is reflected on the ground 
by students being involved 
in organising an event or 
an exhibition. All of these 
practical events are learning 
opportunities that are life skills 
where cooperation and initiative are 
displayed. As a result of such events 
students receive public acclaim. 
Many of the awards received recently 
in Youthreach Cappawhite by our 
students was as a result of successful 
participation in events organised and 
learning goals achieved. Students 
in Youthreach completed many 
different awards in FETAC. Some 
of the completed modules were 
achieved by using NALA’s ‘write 
on’ facility. ‘Write on’ is a blended 
learning tool where students can log 
on at a time and place that suits them 

best. Students can learn from home 
or wherever they can get access to a 
computer and the internet. We would 
like to congratulate those students 
who undertook the first pilot run of 
the ‘Write On’ course and completed 
FETAC level 3 certificates. On the 
same day we unveiled the new 
soccer jerseys that were sponsored 
by Computer Solutions. Mister Keane 
or Mister O’Neill would do their cause 
of qualifying for the next European 
Championship no harm if they came 
down to Cappawhite to learn a 
thing or two now that The Might of 
Cappawhite look the part. 

 

Data Protection
Millet and Mathews Solicitors  
have completed workshops on  
Data Protection hosted in 
various venues around the 
Country.  
They focused on
• Putting a Data Protection  

Policy in place
• CCTV systems in schools
• Data Access Requests
• Common Data Protection  

related scenarios in schools.
The feedback from these 
workshops was very positive.
www.dataprotectionschools.
ie is a very comprehensive 
site and addresses all the key 
issues around data protection in 
schools.

Coláiste Phobal 
Roscré Musical
Coláiste Phobal’s Transition Years 
staged their annual Musical,  
“All Shook Up”. The transition  
years were as enthusiastic as 
ever getting ready, learning lines, 
practicing dance routines and 
rehearsing songs. 
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Youthreach Roscrea celebrate  
their Heritage through Art
Our Youthreach Centre was 
a Christian Brothers school 
between 1966 and 1999. There 
was a statue outside the school 
made from black metal. It was a 
statue of Mary. Because it was 
black it is a Black Madonna. 
When the school closed, the 
Christian Brothers gave the 
Madonna to St. Joseph’s, the 
Cistercian Monastery outside 
Roscrea. She is still to be found 
in the woods at the monastery. 

We wanted to bring her back 
in some way, that’s why we 
decided to draw and paint 
her and place her back in the 
centre! Mercedesz painted 
her as part of her Practical 
Achievement Task for LCA.

During our summer programme 
we visited heritage sites in the 
town and then did a mural of the 
sites on the wall at the entrance 
to our centre. 

First ever Camogie team in Newport College

This year the camogie team has competed in two 
Munster Schools Blitz and Munster Intermediate 
Schools competition.

History Field Trip to Kilmainhan Jail
Students from Newport College on a History Field 
trip to Kilmainhan Jail.

First Year Boys Soccer
First Year Boys were Runners-up in the recent 
5-a-side soccer tournament organised by 
Tipperary ETB
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Official Opening New Building  
at Borrisokane Community College
The opening ceremony to 
celebrate the new building 
at Borrisokane Community 
College was a huge success 
on October 3rd 2014 . 
Honorary guests included 
the CE of Tipperary ETB, Ms. 
Fionuala McGeever, and the 
Minister for the Environment, 
Community and local 
government, Mr. Alan Kelly. 
All present witnessed superb 
displays of students work 
in many subjects. Guests 
enjoyed the opportunity to 
experience the new state of 
the art facility and excellent 
resources now available to 
students. This ensures that 
the highest level of teaching 
and learning takes place. The high 
speed broadband and technological 
resources equips all students with 
the skills required to prepare them 
for entry into the knowledge based 
society that now exists. 

The official ceremony was opened 
by the new Deputy Principal, 
Ms. Suzanne McMahon. The 
event was filmed by local 
community television and is 
available to view at http://
www.irishtv.ie/category/
ireland/munster/tipperary/ 
. Highly talented students 
entertained the audience 
with musical pieces on the 
piano and songs throughout 
the celebration. A blessing 
of the building uniting all 
religious traditions and 
beliefs took place. Guests 
enjoyed speeches from many 
including the Principal Mr. 
Matthew Carr, the CE Ms. 
McGeever, Cllr John Hogan, 
retired teacher of the school, 

BOM representative and chairperson 
Mr. Tony Mc Kenna, PTA chairperson 
Mr. Joe Murphy, 6th year student 
Miss Mida McLoughney and Minister 
Kelly. After the ceremony a tree 
honouring the event was planted in 
front of the school. 

People commented frequently 
throughout the event on the evident 
hard work and commitment of all the 
staff, parents, students and wider 
community.

Ms. Fionuala McGeever, CE Tipperary ETB, Minister Alan Kelly,  
Ms. Suzanne McMahon, Deputy Principal

Mr. Tony McKenna, Minister Alan Kelly, Cllr John Hogan,  
Mr. Matthew Carr, Principal.
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Official Opening New Building  
at Borrisokane Community College

 

The Spirit of Brian Boru is set Free This July saw the final journey and 
Wake of Brian Boru as his body 
was laid to rest by his Dalcassian 
army in the River Shannon in 
Killaloe, where he spent most of 
his life. Brian’s spirit was set free 
to return to Armagh. 

The stretcher and the body of 
Brian Boru were made with 
the help of Killaloe Ballina 
Family Resource Centre and 
local community members in 
partnership with two TETB 
Community Educations tutors 
-  Geraldine Wisdom and Hannah 
Van Aelst. A series of workshops 
were hosted over the summer 
leading up to the wake itself with 
community members creating 
the willow weave stretcher and 
the body of Brian Boru with 
rushes.  On the evening of July 5th 
both Brian Boru and the stretcher 
made the final journey from the 
Green in Killaloe to the waters 
edge. A huge crowd gathered 
to see this spectacular event. 
Well done to all involved in this 
wonderful and creative event.



TIPPERARY EDUCATION AND TRAINING BOARD IS A STATUTORY BODY WHICH
PROVIDES A QUALITY EDUCATION AND TRAINING SERVICE TO 

THE PEOPLE OF TIPPERARY THROUGH THE FOLLOWING SERVICES:

For further information on the services we provide, please visit our website:
www.tipperaryetb.ie  or contact us at the details below

12 Post Primary Schools

Post	Leaving	Certifi	cate	(PLC)	

Colleges

Youth Services

Adult Education Service

Adult Literacy Service

Back to Education Initiative

Community Education

 Adult Guidance in Education Service

Vocational Training Opportunities 

Scheme (VTOS)

Youthreach & Youthreach 

Progression

Further Education Support

Corporate Services to education 

providers

>
>

>
>
>
>
>

>
>

>

>
>

Administrative	Offi		ces,
Church Road, 

Nenagh, 
Co. Tipperary.

Tel: 067-31250
Fax: 067-32273

E: nenagh@tipperaryetb.ie

Administrative	Offi		ces,
Western Road,
Clonmel,
Co. Tipperary.
Tel: 052-6121067
Fax: 052-6125951
E: clonmel@tipperaryetb.ie

tipperary
Bord Oideachais agus
Oiliúna Thiobraid Árann
Tipperary Education and
Training Board


