
 1 

 

South Tipperary County Council 
 

Minutes of South Tipperary County Council Meeting held in 

The Council Chamber, County Hall, Clonmel 

On Monday 7
th

 April, 2008. 
 

In the Chair Cllr. John Fahey. 

 

Present 

 

Cllrs. L. Ahearn, T. Ambrose, M. Anglim, J. Crosse, J. Crowe, 

J. Donovan, M. Fitzgerald, D. Foley, S. Healy, R. Kennedy, C. 

Kinahan, D. Landy, S. Lonergan, M. Maguire, S. Meagher, A. 

Moloney, P. Norris, S. Nyhan, J. O’Brien, E. O’Meara, D. 

Ryan, B. Shoer and T. Wood. 

 

Apologies Cllrs. D. Bourke and S. McCarthy, 

 

In Attendance 

 

Mr. E. O’Connor, County Manager, Mr. B. McEvoy, Director 

of Services, Ms. S. Carr, Director of Services, Mr. S. Keating, 

Director of Services, Mr. H. O’Brien, E.P., Ms. H. Houilhan, 

S.O. 

 

Meetings 

Administrator 

 

John O'Mahoney. 

 

Minutes  

 

On the proposal of Cllr. T. Ambrose and seconded by Cllr. D. 

Ryan the minutes of Council meeting held on 3
rd

 March, 2008 

were agreed. 

 

Matters Arising 

 

In response to an enquiry by Cllr Fahey, Ms. S. Carr  

confirmed that certain conditions of the planning permission 

granted to Gleeson Quarries in respect of the operation of a 

quarry at Laffansbridge, were not being complied with and that 

an Enforcement Notice would be issued. 

 

Planning Refusals The Meetings Administrator advised that there were none. 

 

Public Notice of 

Proposed Works 

 

The Meetings Administrator advised that there were none. 

 

Conferences/  

Seminars 

 

On the proposal of Cllr. M. Fitzgerald and seconded by Cllr. 

D. Ryan it was agreed that:- 

 

“That Cllrs. S. Nyhan, P. Norris, S. Lonergan, J. Donovan, T. 

Ambrose, J. Crosse, D. Foley and L. Ahearn be nominated to 

conference entitled “Environmental Recognition Conference” 

to be held in the Golf Hotel, Ballybunion, Co. Kerry on 2
nd

 to 

6
th

 April, 2008”. 
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“That Cllr. M. Anglim be nominated to attend conference 

entitled “Effective Communications for Councillors” to be 

held on 4
th

 to 6
th

 April in the Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny”. 

 

“That Cllr. S. Meagher be nominated to attend conference 

entitled “Inclusion Ireland AGM and Conference 2008” to be 

held on 11
th

 and 12
th

 April in the Tullamore Court Hotel, 

Tullamore, Co. Offaly”. 

 

“That Cllr. L. Ahearn be nominated to attend conference 

entitled  “Sherkin Island Marine Station – Water The 

Challenges for Users” to be held on 17
th

 & 18
th

 April in the 

Carrigaline Court Hotel, Carrigaline, Co. Cork”. 

 

“That Cllrs. D. Ryan, S. Lonergan, P. Norris, T. Ambrose and  

A. Moloney be nominated to attend conference entitled “1916 

Revolution or Betrayal” to be held in the Riverside Park Hotel, 

Enniscorthy on 19
th

 April, 2008.” 

 

“That Cllrs. T. Ambrose and T. Wood be nominated to attend 

conference entitled “Safer Conference 2008” to be held in the 

Carlton Airport Hotel, Dublin on 23
rd

 and 24
th

 April, 2008”. 

 

“That Cllr. D. Ryan be nominated to attend conference entitled 

“Developments in the Planning Systems, North and South” to 

be held in the Killyhevlin Hotel, Enniskillen on 24
th

 April, 

2008”. 

 

“That Cllrs. S. Nyhan, M. Anglim, J. Crowe, M. Fitzgerald, J. 

Crosse, A. Moloney and E. O’Meara be nominated to 

conference entitled “Planning Seminar for Councillors” to be 

held in the Patrick Punch Hotel, Limerick on 25
th

 and 26
th

 

April, 2008”. 

 

“That Cllrs. J. Crosse, J. Donovan, J. O’Brien, T. Ambrose, M. 

Fitzgerald and T. Ambrose be nominated to attend conference 

entitled “Tipperary International Peace Conference” to be held 

in the Tipperary Excel, Tipperary Town on 25
th

 to 27
th

 April” 

 

Section 183 Notice 

No.42 Castleview 

Ardfinnan 

It was proposed by Cllr. A. Moloney, 

Seconded by Cllr. D. Foley, 

And resolved:- 

 

“That in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the 

Local Government Act, 2001 we hereby approve of the 

disposal of property at the side of No. 42 Castleview, 

Ardfinnan, Co. Tipperary containing approximately 0.022 

acres to Mr. Gerry Ward & Mrs. Rosemarie Ward, 42 

Castleview, Ardfinnan in accordance with the terms of the 

Notice under the above Section, as circulated on the 26
th
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March, 2008.” 

 

Extinguishment of 

Public Right of 

Way at level 

crossing XC144 at 

Kyle and XL at 

Miltown, Co. 

Tipperary  

 

Members from the Tipperary Area outlined access concerns of 

residents in the area and requested that the matter be deferred 

to the May Meeting to allow them an opportunity to consider 

the matter further.  The County Manager informed the 

members that an Oral Hearing had been held and the 

Inspectors recommendation following this hearing was that the 

Council proceed with the proposed extinguishment of public 

rights of way.  The Members had a quasi judicial function and 

were required to make their decision in accordance with law. 

The role of the members was whether or not to adopt the 

recommendation of the Inspector and they did not have a 

negotiating role.  It was agreed to defer the matter to the May 

Meeting.  

 

Loan Approval 

Clonmel Civic 

Amenity Site 1.2m 

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Ambrose, 

Seconded by Cllr. D. Foley, 

And resolved:- 

 

“That in accordance with Section 106 of the Local 

Government Act, 2001, we the members of South Tipperary 

County Council, hereby approve the raising of a loan in the 

sum of €1,200,000 (one million, two hundred thousand euro) 

to finance the construction and development of a Civic 

Amenity site at Carrigeen, Clonmel” 

 

Reports from 

Members  

 

The Meetings Administrator informed the meeting that reports 

and minutes from the various committees on which South 

Tipperary County Council was represented were available for 

inspection. 

 

Draft Annual 

Report 2007 

 

The Meetings Administrator informed the meeting that the 

draft Annual Report was prepared and the completed report 

would be circulated at the June Meeting. 

 

Consideration of 

the Draft Co. 

Development Plan 

2009-2015 and 

amendments 

thereto 

 

Members noted that the Draft County Development Plan 2009-

2015 was to be put on public display. It was agreed that a 

workshop would be held to further discuss the draft County 

Development Plan. Members asked that details of timeframes 

in relation to the adoption of the plan be circulated.   

The County Manager referred to recent media coverage 

regarding one particular proposed submission and to contact 

that had been made with the Cathaoirleach and Party Whips.  

These members had contacted the Manager in this regard and 

they had been advised that submissions could only be made 

when the draft plan was put on public display.  All 

submissions received would be considered and a report would 

be issued to the members.  Members had conveyed this 

information to the other party. The Manager confirmed that 
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members had complied with proper standards in relation to this 

matter. 

 

South Tipperary 

Strategic Review of 

the Retail Strategy 

 

South Tipperary County Council had commissioned the review 

of the County Retail Strategy 2003 on behalf of the County 

Council, Clonmel Borough Council and Tipperary, Cashel and 

Carrick on Suir Town Councils.  

 

In the medium to long term the retail policies and proposals set 

out in the review would be incorporated in the South Tipperary 

County Development Plan 2009-2015. However, in the short 

term existing statutory development plans would be required to 

incorporate the strategic review by way of variations under 

Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 

amended). This would require the strategic review to be placed 

on public display for a minimum period of four weeks during 

which time written submissions would be invited. The 

strategic review would then be subject to further consideration 

by the Elected Members of the Council. 

 

In response to queries raised, Mr. H. O’Brien informed the 

meeting that it was intended that the County Retail Strategy 

would become an appendix to the County Development Plan.  

In response to queries by Cllr Landy concerning the adoption 

by Carrick on Suir Town Council of a retail strategy it was 

agreed that the County Retail Strategy would be amended to 

note that the town of Carrick-on-Suir had its own retail 

strategy and that this strategy would become an appendix to 

the County Retail Strategy. 

 

Audit Committee 

Charter 2008 

 

A draft copy of the Audit Committee Charter 2008 had been 

circulated to the members for consideration. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. R. Kennedy, 

Seconded by Cllr. M. Fitzgerald, 

And resolved:- 

 

“That pursuant to the provisions of the Local Government 

(Business Improvement Districts) Act 2006 the Audit 

Committee Charter as circulated to the members of South 

Tipperary County Council on Monday 7
th

 April, 2008 be and is 

hereby adopted”. 

 

Environment 

Campaign 2008 

Details of the proposed Environment Campaign for 2008 were 

circulated to the members and noted. 

 

Clean-Up of Rural 

Roadsides 

 

Members welcomed the report on Clean Up of Rural 

Roadsides.  It was noted that FAS were to become involved 

and details would be given at the May meeting. In response to 

queries raised regarding roadside verges and roundabouts, Mr. 
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McEvoy confirmed that surplus land as a result of road 

construction was examined and the finished surfaces on 

roundabouts was also a matter that was considered. 

 

Consideration of 

resolution pursuant 

to Section 18 of the 

Local Government 

Act, 2001 

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Ambrose, 

Seconded by Cllr. S. Meagher, 

And resolved:- 

 

“That pursuant to the provisions of Section 18 of the Local 

Government Act, 2001, Cllr. D. Bourke be continued as a 

member of South Tipperary County Council for a period of 6 

months to 5
th

 day of November, 2008”. 

 

 

Request for 

deputation from 

South Tipperary 

Autism Support 

Group 

 

The Cathaoirleach informed the members that South Tipperary 

Autism Support Group requested that the members receive a 

deputation from them and it was agreed that the deputation 

would be received at the May Meeting.  It was also agreed that 

Notice of Motion No. 21 on the agenda from Cllr S. Healy 

would be deferred for consideration at this meeting. 

 

Presentation by 

Bord Gais 

The Cathaoirleach welcomed Bord Gais representatives Mr. 

Rory Somers, Local Authorities Manager, Mr. Ken Breen, 

Project Manager and Mr. Ger Cunningham, Connections Sales 

Manager, Southern Region.  They informed the members that 

Cashel and Cahir had been successful in qualifying for 

connection to the natural gas network. Project details were 

outlined.  The sales campaign had commenced in both towns 

and pipeline construction was scheduled to take place in 

Cashel in mid April and Cahir in June.   

 

Members welcomed the introduction of gas to Cashel and 

Cahir and urged that Tipperary would be included in the near 

future. They asked that disruption in these towns be kept to a 

minimum and that liaison would take place with the necessary 

authorities/committees.  Queries were responded to by the 

Bord Gais representatives in relation to the sourcing, provision 

and pricing of gas. 

 

Votes of Sympathy Votes of sympathy were passed to the following:- 

 

- Ms. Kathleen O’Brien, Powerstown, Clonmel on the death 

of her father, John Sheehan. 

- Cllr. Jimmy O’Brien on the death of his grandmother 

Margaret O’Brien. 

- The family of Angela Hanrahan, Garrangibbon, South 

Lodge, Carrick-on-Suir. 

- Cllr. Jim Drohan, Carrick-on-Suir on the death of his 

sister Clare Drohan. 

- Mr. Jimmy Brannigan, Willow Park, Clonmel on the death 
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of his wife Mary. 

 

Votes of 

Congratulations 

 

Votes of congratulations were passed to the following:- 

 

- Shauna Ryan, Slatefield, Cashel on winning the World 

Irish Dancing Championship for ages 10-12 in Belfast. 

- Clonmel Women’s Rugby Team on winning the All 

Ireland Cup. 

 

Votes of Good 

Wishes 

 

Votes of good wishes were passed to the following:- 

 

- Ned & Deirdre Crowe, Oaklands, Carrick-on-Suir on 

their recent kidney transplant surgery. 

- Cllr. Denis Bourke for a speedy recovery. 

 

The Cathaoirleach paid tribute to the Taoiseach Mr. Bertie 

Ahearn, who had recently resigned from the position and 

wished him well for the future. 

 

Adjournment for 

lunch 

 

 

Fix date for May 

Meeting 

 

It was agreed that the May Meeting of the Council would be 

held on Thursday 8
th

 May, 2008, at 11 a.m. 

 

 

County Manager’s 

Orders 

 

County Manager’s Orders for the month of March were noted. 

 

Notices of Motion 

 

 

Voluntary Housing 

Agencies (Purchase 

of Houses) 

 

 

The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the 

name of Cllr. B. Shoer:- 

 

“That this Council call on the Government to introduce change 

to the way the Housing Agencies Respond and Cluid operate, 

so as to allow tenants with those agencies to purchase their 

homes as is the given right of all other social housing tenants 

also that the same terms and conditions of sale would apply.  If 

passed that this notice of motion be circulated to all other 

Councils”. 

 

Members spoke in support of the motion and expressed their 

concerns that tenants of Voluntary Housing Schemes should 

have the same rights to purchase their dwellings as local 

authority tenants. 
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Road Resurfacing 

at the Old 

Ballywire Road, 

Tipperary 

The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the 

name of Cllr. S. Healy:- 

 

“That the badly pot-holed road at the Old Ballywire Road, 

Tipperary Town be resurfaced as a matter of urgency.”  

 

Substantial works have been carried out recently to improve 

drainage and fill potholes.  Surface dressing would be carried 

out on the worst sections of the road within the next month. 

 

Reduction in 

Alcohol Levels 

The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the 

name of Cllr. R. Kennedy:- 

 

“That this council disagrees with the proposed reduction in 

alcohol levels from 80 to 50”.  

 

It was proposed by Cllr Kennedy, seconded by Cllr Ambrose, 

that the motion be amended as follows:-  

 

“That this Council calls for the retention of the existing 

alcohol level for drivers at 80mg.” 

 

In speaking to the motion Cllr Kennedy referred to the lack of 

statistics available on road deaths since 2003.  He stated that 

speed was a serious contributing factor to accidents.  It was his 

opinion that present alcohol limits were sufficient. A number 

of members spoke of the effect the current legislation was 

having on social drinking in rural Ireland and the impact on 

rural life. 

 

Over Flowing 

Sewage 16 Mill 

Road, Estate, 

Grangemockler 

The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the 

name of Cllr. B. Shoer:- 

 

“That this Council investigate the ongoing problem of over 

flowing sewage into the front garden of 16 Mill Road Estate, 

Grangemockler from the public mains.” 

 

The meeting was advised that it had been decided to excavate 

the ground where the blockage was occurring, the blocked 

pipeline would be removed and replaced with a  new section of 

pipe. 

 

 

Upgrade of 

Clonmel Railway 

Station 

 

The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the 

name of Cllr. D. Ryan:- 

 

“That this Council writes to Iarnrod Eireann requesting the 

company to outline what plans they have to upgrade Clonmel 

Railway station in the future and what plans they have to 
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increase the frequency of services from the station”. 

 

It was agreed to write to Iarnrod Eireann in this regard. 

 

Problems with 

Street Drains in 

Ashlawn, Clerihan 

 

The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the 

name of Cllr. D. Ryan:- 

 

“That this Council investigates, as a matter of urgency, the 

problems with the street drains in Ashlawn, Clerihan, in 

particular outside house number 34.  Residents in this estate 

have been far too tolerable to date and this problem is no 

longer acceptable”. 

 

The Water Services Section had carried out investigations on 

the surface water problems at the housing scheme at Ashlawn, 

Clerihan.  The estate was currently not in charge of the County 

Council.  The investigations had shown that water was backing 

up in the collection system, which led to the conclusion that 

there was a problem with the discharge outlets. 

 

Arrangements have been made to meet with the Developer, 

with a view to having a timeframe established to have the 

necessary works carried out to ensure the efficient working of 

the surface water drainage system. 

 

Cllr. Ryan asked that this matter be expedited. 

 

Correspondence  

(a) Reply dated 29
th

 February, 2008, from office of Minister 

for Justice, Equality and Law Reform re incorporation of 

“good Samaritan clause” into Irish Law. 

(b) Reply dated 29
th

 February, 2008, from Office of 

Minister for Enterprise, Trade & Employment re 

Community Employment Scheme. 

(c) Reply dated 14
th

 March, 2008, from Health Service re 

South Tipperary General Hospital. 

 

Resolutions from 

Other Local 

Authorities 

Leitrim County Council 

“That the members of Leitrim County Council call on the 

Department of Transport, Irish Rail and the Haulage Industry 

to enter into discussions with a view to providing a viable and 

workable Freight Service on all mainline rail lines and that 

this motion be circulated to each local authority seeking their 

support for the motion”. 

 

Clonmel Borough Council 

“That this Borough Council request all Borough/Town 

Councils to call on the Minister for Justice to continue to 

oppose any move by Bookmaker Chains to have gaming 

machines placed in their offices.  This is to help families from 



 9 

returning to poverty status, when parents get hooked on these 

machines, as has happened in Clonmel in the not too distant 

past”. 

 

Clonmel Borough Council 

“That this Borough Council undertake not to apply any water 

charge to non-commercial activities such as schools etc.” 

 

Carrick-on-Suir Town Council 

“That this Council calls on the Minister for Education Mary 

Hanafin to upgrade the Waterford Institute of Technology to 

University status without further delay in order to enhance the 

educational status of the South East Region”. 

 

Macroom Town Council 

“The Council notes the increase in agency employment 

throughout the economy.  We are aware that many workers 

from home and abroad are offered agency employment when 

they are seeking direct and permanent employment.  We 

understand trade unions have raised concerns that many of 

these workers are retained on minimum conditions and in 

some instances are not receiving all their entitlements.  Agency 

employment should not be used as an unnecessary substitute 

for direct employment or as a mechanism for avoidance of or 

undermining of fair pay and conditions.  Noting that 

legislation will come before the Oireachtas on the issue of 

Agency Employment, Macroom Town Council believes and 

recommends to the Minister that the principle of equal 

treatment should be included in any such legislation on this 

issue” 

 

Conclusion 

 

The meeting then concluded. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed/___________________.   Dated/_____________. 

            Cathaorileach. 

 

 

 

Signed/____________________.  Dated/_____________. 

            Meetings Administrator. 
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